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OPEN THE GATES 
OF 
PALESTINE 


(From Messages and Addresses 
at the Third Seder for the Hista- 
drut, New York, April 24, 1943) 


From Address by 
Dr. George N. Shuster 


To me, what is happening in Pales- 
tine seems breathtaking evidence of 
the way in which you have responded 
to the summons of the hour. The 
civilization which is gradually taking 
shape there has two important tasks. 
First, it must be an idea suited to the 
inner aims and aspirations of those who 
attempt to carry it out, and suited also 
to the region in which it is being 
carried out. There can be no doubt 
that Palestine is today primarily a 
great idea in the process of taking on 
form. And what is particularly re- 
markable about it is that it follows so 
logically from the traditions of the 
Near East. Of course, it is not perfect 
as yet—it must still solve certain very 
grave problems, such as that of rela- 
tions with the surrounding Arab popu- 
lation. But it is alive, is moving as 
illustrious drama is moving, is rich 
with the imprints of the spirit of man. 


The second task is this: to open the 
gates wide for the hundreds of thou- 
sands who are being uprooted in 
Europe and pass like driftwood upon 
frigid and foodless shores. 


Today Palestine can save lives. 
Indeed, I think it can do more than 
that. It can prove that all of us who 
speak of the dignity and meaning of 
man mean what we say. And we mean 
it only if we will do everything we 
can, literally everything we can, to re- 
kindle the light in the eyes of children 
—a light that has grown dim as night 
by reason of cruelty and outrage, in- 
justice and hopelessness. 


From Wendell L. Willkie 


During my recent visit to Palestine, 
I did not have an opportunity to see 
as much as I would have liked to of the 
work being done by the Jews in that 
country. However, I did have a chance 
to talk with a number of your leaders, 
and from them I learned of the splen- 
did determination with which these 
modern-day pioneers are tackling the 
great task of building the national 
homeland. It is a record of achieve- 
ment they may well be proud of—a 
record made despite handicaps that 
might well have discouraged a less 
hardy and determined people. 
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extermination being carried out by 
Hitler against the Jewish people makes 
the work being done in Palestine today 
even more important than in the past, 
for there must be assurances now that 
homeless Jews of Central and Eastern 
Europe who survive this war can look 
forward to a homeland of their own 
in which they may find peace, security 
and happiness for themselves and their 
children. 


We cannot say today just what 
organization will follow this war, but 
no one can question the fact that the 
Jewish National Home Land in Pal- 
estine must have its rightful place in 


the new world order of tomorrow. 
Here the dynamic, progressive forces 
represented by the returning Jewish 
people will have an opportunity for 
unfettered expression. 


From Senator Robert F. Wagner 


At this tragic hour the only sub- 
stantial hope of survival for the Jews 
of Europe is large scale immigration 
to Palestine where the local commu- 
nity stands ready to receive and care 
for them and where they can aid in 
the common fight against the Axis. 
This is the cause of justice and human- 
ity. It must and will prevail. 
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THE GENTLEMEN AT BERMUDA 


—— IS a pretty place, especially at Easter 
time. There are lilies, sunshine, and fine sea 
bathing. Tired business-men, school-teachers and 
tourists used to make their reservations at the excel- 
lent hotels which the island affords, particularly dur- 
ing Easter week when the Atlantic retreat is at its 
loveliest. Since the war, things are different. It is 
not so easy to go to Bermuda these days, unless, of 
course, you happen to be a government representa- 
tive going on an official mission. Then you can still 
go to Bermuda. You can still admire the lilies on 
Easter Sunday on the way to Church. You also have 
a chance to get away from it all under the pleasantest 
suroundings. No one will be able to follow you to 
Bermuda—no one who may ask embarrassing ques- 
tions, no one whose voice is too tense with agony, no 
one whose face may haunt you afterwards. It is the 
ideal vacation spot, and lives up fully to its reputation. 


The gentlemen at Bermuda have had their vaca- 
tion. They were blessedly undisturbed by any “pres- 
sure group.” They were guarded from the represent- 
atives of Jewish organizations who had worked out 


concrete plans for the possible salvation of the re- ' 


maining human beings marked for murder in Hit- 
ler’s slaughter house. They were protected from rep- 
resentatives of American labor who indicated their 
desire to participate in the humanitarian enterprise 
of the Conference. Both Philip Murray of the C. I. O. 
and William Green of the A. F. L. have made public 
the refusal of the Government to admit officers of 
‘hese great American labor organizations to the de- 
liberations. The gentlemen in Bermuda were hedged 
in by the fragrant Easter lilies even from the spokes- 
men of the Christian churches and from the mem- 
bers of the vast non-sectarian relief organizations 
which have had practical experience in the work of 
rescue. They were at peace behind closed doors. 


One voice from which the individuals who parti- 
cipated in the Refugee Conference were particularly 
careful to insulate themselves was that of the hun- 
dreds of thousands of helpless men, women and chil- 
dren doomed to be murdered in cold blood by the 
Nazi executions. While the Bermuda Conference 
was in session, the secret Polish radio appealed for 
help in an underground broadcast from Poland. The 
broadcast pleaded: “The last 35,000 Jews in the 
ghetto at Warsaw have been condemned to execu- 
tion. Warsaw again is echoing to musketry volleys. 
The people are murdered. Women and children de- 
fend themselves with their naked arms. Save us. . .” 
At this point, the station went dead. 

“Save us .. .”"—that cry did not reach Bermuda. 
Even before the Conference made its report, consist- 


ing of a “number of concrete recommendations,” 
none of which has been made public, it was obvious 
that no serious rescue program was under considera- 
tion. This was plain from the outset. It was plain 
from the locality selected for the deliberations, from 
the exclusion of the representatives of those most 
concerned, and from the secrecy. Above all, it was 
plain from the funereal croakings which accom- 
panied the deliberations. The delegates chosen for a 
mission to save lives in the most literal sense went at 
their task in the spirit of undertakers. 

From the first day of the Conference, the meager 
press releases warned against any high hopes for 
refugee aid. The United States and British delega- 
tions agreed at once that any large scale migration of 
refugees was out of the question. Mr. Richard K. 
Law, head of the British delegation, stated that “one 
must not be betrayed by feelings of humanity and 
compassion into a course of action which will be 
likely to postpone the day of liberation.” Dr. Harold 
Willis Dodds, President of Princeton University and 
head of the American delegation, announced that 
“The solution to the refugee problem is to win the 
war.” These are impeccable sentiments; unfortu- 
nately, their relevance to the refugee problem is nv 
clear. 

No one disputes the fact that the successful prose- 
cution of the war is the first objective of the United 
Nations, and that nothing must be done to impede 
victory. However, none of the detailed rescue pro- 
grams presented by responsible organizations to the 
Bermuda Conference could in any way be viewed as 
conflicting with the primary purpose. Would open- 
ing the gates of Palestine beyond the restrictions of 
the White Paper harm the war effort? Would the 
granting of havens in neighboring countries hurt any 
one except the Nazis? Would the adequate utiliza- 
tion of the United States immigration quotas per- 
mitted by law “postpone the day of liberation?” 
Only a small fraction of the 153,000 persons who 
may be admitted annually into the United States 
have actually entered. Only 39,389 persons were 
admitted during 1942. A hundred thousand more 
human beings could have entered without increasing 
the total number of immigrants permitted by the 
present immigration restrictions, if the procedures 
had been relaxed to permit the application of an un- 
used quota from a given country to that of another 
where refugees are begging for help. If cargo vessels 
which now return from their destinations with empty 
bottoms were to be used for the transportation of 
human beings each one of whom, depending on age 
and sex, would be a passionate worker and fighter for 
democracy, would that be injurious to the cause of 
the United Nations? 





The questions answer themselves. The trouble 
with the gentlemen at Bermuda was not that they 
were too martial, but that they were not martial 
enough. They were afflicted not only with inhuman- 
ity, but with timidity and the fatal appeasement 
blindness for which the world has already paid so 
dearly. Enough of the proceedings at the Bermuda 
Conference has leaked out to enable us to gauge the 
course of events. 

At first the Conference apparently discussed the 
possibility of setting up temporary havens in French 
North Africa, Cyrenaica and Ethiopia. But at the last 
minute, even this compromise decision was scrapped. 
According to the New York Times (April 28), “It 
could not be learned whether the American delega- 
tion had refused to allow settlement of refugees in 
French North Africa or the British had rejected the 
idea of providing a temporary refuge in Cyrenaica 
and the Divedawa area of Ethiopia. These were the 
three regions the delegates were understood to have 
discussed.” 

So there we have it. Keep the doomed from the 
Jewish National Home because Arab fascists might 
not like it. Don’t let them into the United States 
within the quotas permitted because Hamilton Fish 
and Father Coughlin might not like it. Scrap even 
the possibility of sanctuaries in French North Africa 
because pro-Vichy anti-Semites, who have been so 
notable an asset to the battle against Hitler, might 
not like it. Disregard the protests of the Christian 
church, of American labor, of every decent, liberal 
element in the country; disregard the conscience of 
civilized mankind now on trial, and cower before the 
howls of notorious pro-fascists. That is the way to 
win the war, and to make victory worthwhile. 


There was one Jew at the Bermuda Conference— 
Congressman Sol Bloom, Chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. He was a safe, helpful 
Jew for the gentlemen of Bermuda to have in their 
midst—a political observer who, it is alleged, has fre- 
quently stated that “there is no Jewish Problem.” 
Obviously, a Jew blessed with this astigmatism was 
the ideal spokesman of a tortured people. Congress- 
man Bloom cast no discordant note into the sell-out 
at Bermuda. Referring to the carefully worked out 
proposals for rescue presented by the Joint Commit- 
-tee on European Affairs, Bloom sagely remarked: 
“You can’t settle such problems in a Madison Square 
Garden Mass Meeting.” Now the gentlemen at Ber- 
muda can claim before the world that a representa- 
tive of the chief victims of Nazi savagery concurred 
in their deliberations. Was not Congressman Bloom 
speaking for the children gassed daily in the lethal 
chambers and shot down in the narrow ghetto streets? 
When his voice joined the chorus of undertakers, 
was not that the sanction of the martyrs themselves? 
The living, as well as the dead, were buried in Ber- 
muda, and the Jewish Congressman added his spate 
of earth. 
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Hitler has won another victory at Bermuda—a 
moral and political victory in which Nazidom re- 
joices. Every reactionary who wants the purposes of 
the United Nations defeated has triumphed in the 
failure at Bermuda. The so-called Refugee Confer- 
ence has made a mockery, not only of the agony of 
millions of helpless human beings, but of the great 
cause of liberation to which the democratic world is 
committed, and which alone makes the horror of 
our time understandable and endurable. 


Hope or UNITY 


HE DECISION of the American Jewish Commit- 

tee to join the movement for an American Jew- 
ish Assembly marks an important step forward in 
the direction of attaining unity in American Jewry. 
This action came as the result of protracted negotia- 
tions which involved the Executive Committee for 
the American Jewish Assembly in some rather 
difficult experiences with the Committee spokesmen. 
The letter of Judge Proskauer, the Committee’s pre- 
sident, in which he stated his objections to the As- 
sembly, was certainly not notable for tact. The charge 
that the Assembly would be regarded as a “state 
within a state,” even if it was only meant to intimate 
how others might misinterpret the attempt to estab- 
lish a united Jewish representation, must have made 
an unhappy impression even upon those who were 
inclined to believe that the Proskauer circles had 
learned something from the grim events of the last 
few years. It is good to note, therefore, that the 
Committee finally decided to participate in the at- 
tempt to provide a framework for united action in 
the name of American Jewry. 

The decision of the American Jewish Committee 
to join was conditional upon’ a change in name of 
the coming gathering from “American Jewish As- 
sembly” to “American Jewish Conference.” We be- 
lieve it is an exaggeration to maintain that by giving 
in on this point a basic principle was compromised. 
We must realize once and for all that the spokesmen 
for the American Jewish Committee are unable to 
free themselves completely of their fears and 
phobias. Yet it would be a mistake not to try to reach 
an understanding on a program of Jewish peace 
aims. Questions of nomenclature must not stand in 
the way of such an understanding. A bold and out- 
spoken program can be adopted by a representative 
gathering even if it bear the colorless name of 
“Conference” instead of the more resounding one of 
“Assembly.” 

It must be remembered, of course, that we are still 
dealing with an experiment in Jewish unity rather 
than an accomplished fact. There are basic differ- 
ences in opinion which spring not only from petty 
sectarianism and they affect issues concerning which 
compromises are not possible. Thus, as regards Pales- 
tine, which some circles regard as the most controver- 
sial problem, there is no room for compromise on 
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the basic issue of our claims to the Jewish homeland. 
The Zionist movement can lend its support only to 
a program which will express itself unequivocally 
concerning the Jewish right to Palestine, and in sharp 
Opposition to all attempts to whittle down this right. 
This need not mean that every Jew must necessarily 
ascribe the same importance to the role which a self- 
governing Jewish community in Palestine is to play 
in the solution of the Jewish problem. One may hold 
the view that it is impossible to provide a radical 
solution to the Jewish problem, and yet cooperate 
fully to the end that what one considers to be but a 
“partial solution”—namely, the establishment of the 
Jewish Commonwealth—shall be achieved without 
the interference of stifling and artificial restrictions. 
If one views the problem in this light, one cannot 
evade the problem presented by the White Paper, 
which involves the total stoppage of Jewish immi- 
gration into Palestine after March, 1944, and thus, 
in effect, a complete arrest in the development of the 
Palestine Jewish community. The White Paper can- 
not be fought by pious wishes and tepid protests 
alone. The fight against its continued implementa- 
tion must be conceived as one of the chief fronts in 
the struggle of the Jewish people for its dignity and 
existence, a struggle upon the result of which will 
depend the fate of millions of Jews. 

There can be no doubt that the overwhelming 
majority of American Jews is sympathetic to the 
Zionist aim. We do not believe that there are many 
Jews who will be glad to see the White Paper con- 
tinue in force. This alone is, at the present juncture, 
a sufficient basis for cooperation. As regards the 
further aspects of the problem—the more specific 
forms which the solution of the Palestine problems 
must take, including the demand for a Jewish Com- 
monwealth—the answer must be left to the repre- 
sentatives of the broad mass of American Jewry, 
who will gather at the Conference itself and ex- 
change views on this most important question. 

Now that the American Jewish Committee has 
decided to join, it is the turn of the Jewish Labor 
Committee—the last remaining important Jewish 
group which is still outside the scope of the American 
Jewish Conference—to adopt a positive decision. It 
is unthinkable that an organization claiming to repre- 
sent important sectors of Jewish workers should stay 
away from the effort to achieve the unity of American 
Jewry on the basis of democratic community repre- 
sentation. In recent years the Jewish Labor move- 
ment in America has demonstrated a tremendous 
amount of sympathy for the reconstruction work in 
Palestine. The average Jewish worker in this country, 
who has perhaps more direct and more intimate ties 
with Jewish Palestine than any other sector of the 
Jewish community, is being grossly misrepresented 
by some of its anti-Zionist and non-Zionist spokes- 
men. The Jewish Labor Committee itself has on more 
than one occasion expressed its opposition to the cur- 
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tailment of the Jewish undertaking in Palestine, and 
as to the specifically Zionist solution of the Palestine 
problem—the establishment of the Jewish Common- 
wealth—what other group in Jewish life should be 
expected to place greater trust in the judgment of the 
majority of the elected representatives of the Amer- 
ican Jewish community? 

It is to be hoped that the decision of the Labor 
Committee will be adopted in an atmosphere of re- 
sponsibility before the grim realities of Jewish life 
and of respect for the values which permeate Jewish 
life, taken in its totality. It is only an atmosphere of 
this sort which can lead to the urgently needed unity 
of American Jewry. 


BRIGADIER FREDERICK KISCH 


HE BRITISH EIGHTH ARMY, in the midst of 

its victorious march across Africa, lost its chief 
engineer. The Zionist movement lost in the British 
brigadier a faithful servant of the Jewish people. 

Born in India fifty-five years ago, the son of a 
modest civil servant of Bohemian-Jewish extraction, 
Frederick Kisch followed a military and diplomatic 
career in England in which he achieved distinction 
and recognition. He came to Zionism almost by acci- 
dent—largely under the influence of Chaim Weiz- 
mann, whom he met in Paris at the time of the 
peace conference. His background served him in 
good stead when he became the head of the political 
department of the Zionist Executive in Jerusalem, 
but his “foreignness” in the country—his lack of Jew- 
ish ties and a Jewish education—caused him much 
difficulty and exposed him to frequent criticism on 
the part of his co-workers and of the Zionist world 
as a whole. Opinions were divided on his achieve- 
ments as a Zionist leader and political spokesman, 
but there is little doubt that the negative judgments 
of him fed considerably on prejudice against the “in- 
truder,” the assimilated English Jew whom the Zion- 
ist kibbutz galuyot placed in a position of high re- 
sponsibility in the midst of a — community of 
a totally different character. 

But in the course of his years os service Kisch 
struck deep roots and when he resigned his post in 
1931—to be succeeded by the late Chaim Arlosoroff 
—he remained in Palestine and some years later 
demonstrated the permanence of his connection with 
the Yishuv by becoming a Palestinian citizen. He 
settled in Haifa and took an active part in its com- 
munity life. 

When the present war broke out, Colonel Kisch 
returned to active service in the British army. As 
the chief engineer of the Eighth army, he contributed 
in no small share to its recent successes. It was he 
who built the fortifications at El Alamein, con- 
structed largely with the hands of Jewish engineers 
from Palestine. In this manner Brigadier Kisch had 
the happy feeling, while he was serving in the army, 
that he was also serving as a Jew, as a citizen of 
Jewish Palestine. 
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Point of Orew 


In Praise of Homespun 


It must have happened in the very first years of our cen- 
tury. In a small meeting hall in Berlin a group of newly en- 
lightened Jewish students from Eastern Europe gathered for 
a discussion of Zionism, at that time the pocr relation in the 
family of modern Jewish ideologies. The speaker was one 
Helfand, a Russian Jew, who under the nom de plume of 
Parvus was then enjoying some distinction in the German 
Socialist Party as an exponent of the most orthodox Marx- 
ism. As his speech, a bitter castigation of the absurdity of 
the dream of Jewish nationhood in a world in which 
nationality was quickly losing all meaning, was drawing to 
its climax, Parvus suddenly pointed to his coat: “Look!” he 
exclaimed, “the wool from which the coat was made was 
taken from a sheep grazing in the hills of Anatolia, the 
fleece was dyed in England and woven in Lodz, these but- 
tons came from Germany and the thread from Austria—.” 
He might have continued the formidable list had not a 
little accident befallen the speaker's coat. Parvus was pull- 
ing so passionately at this exhibit of international inter- 
dependence that the seam of one elbow suddenly ripped. 
At that moment Nachman Syrkin, who was in the audience, 
rose abruptly from his seat, pointed his finger to the rip in 
the speaker’s coat, and shouted: “And this rip, sir, came 
from the pogrom in Kiev.” 

The cosmopolitan coat in which some Jews like to drape 
themselves is a rather tight-fitting garment, and it has the 
habit of ripping at the most embarrassing moments. The 
coat has ripped more than once since the early days of the 
century. It is a mass of tatters today, after the years of 
Hitlerism and all it has brought in its wake. But the wearer 
of the coat seems hardly aware of what has happened to it. 

The other day, turning the pages of the current issue of 
the Menorah Journal (Winter 1943), I noticed a message 
from the editor on the occasion of the twenty-ninth year of 
this distinguished quarterly. The extraordinary times in 
which we live fill Mr. Henry Hurwitz with deep concern 
about the dangers which “face especially a publication 
that expresses a minority culture and deals constantly with 
the interests and issues of a particular community . . . It is 
the distortion of the general perspective. There is a strong 
pull for the faithful to regard Jewish life and interests as 
being always in the center of the world ... Yet as free men 
and women our vital concerns with national and world 
politics, with social and economic problems, with science, 
literature and music transcend—however intensely they in- 
clude—our Jewish devotions. There must be a sense of 
proportion...” 

In the winter of 1943 this is certainly a unique enuncia- 
tion of faith. It is difficult to imagine a similar declaration 
appearing in a periodical published in any country in the 
world today. Can one visualize a Russian publication to- 
day warning its readers against regarding their “life and 
interests as being always in the center of the world”? 
There is probably not a single Russian who is concerned at 
present with such specious “problems.” It is enough for 
him to know that the very existence of his country is now 
in danger; the prevention of that danger places it in the 
center of the world. Nor is it possible to imagine an Eng- 
lishman who would be very much concerned with the fate 
of the world if his country (even if it is not always in the 
center of the world) were to be razed by the enemy. And 
yet I believe the Russians and the British and the others 
possess that sense of proportion for which the editor of the 


Menorah Journal pleads. Their own life and interests are 
the most real things peoples know. Therefore they may well 
regard them as being in the center of a relative world. 

A sense of proportion is a synonym for a sense of real- 
ity and if you strain too hard to achieve an objective 
“general perspective” you may end by becoming danger- 
ously blind to its component parts. Some time ago I read a 
review of “Men and Politics,” the autobiography of that in- 
satiable connoisseur of revolutions and civil wars, Mr. 
Louis Fischer. The reviewer, D. W. Brogan, an acute British 
political thinker of left-wing sympathies, took particular 
note of Mr. Fischer's “dogmatic hostility to nationalism.” 
“He himself” (Fischer), wrote Prof. Brogan, “passed 
through a brief period of Zionism and that Jewish variant 
on the great world disease having been extruded from his 
system, he is not merely immune from it himself, but is de- 
cidedly intolerant of less fortunate persons who have not 
been cured. Pragmatically speaking no part of Stalin’s pol- 
icy has been more justified by events than the encourage- 
ment of Russian nationalism, however much the appeal to 
the memory of Kutusov rather than of the commune may 
shock the American Jewish intellectuals, however much the 
making of films like Alexander Nevsky may have annoyed 
Russian Jewish intellectuals.” The ease with which a Jew 
can break away from his own destiny may not be such a 
fortunate thing after all. It makes for a dangerously, be- 
cause illusory, facile identification with others which must 
end in the same disappointment as Mr. Fischer's infatuation 
with the October revolution. I shall not be surprised if Mr. 
Fischer will some day in the near future write a sequel to his 
autobiography taking Gandhi and Nehru to task for turn- 
ing out to be .. . “just nationalists.” For the sensitive person, 
rooted in an organic community, internationalism may be 
an enriching enlargement of his own horizon, of his imag- 
ination, of his sympathies and his wisdom. To a certain 
type of uprooted Jew, internationalism may be merely a 
substitute for the satisfactions of a normal existence. 

Jews are not supermen. It would be superhuman to ex- 
pect people robbed of the elementary privilege of rooted- 
ness in an organic community to bear their fate without 
searching for some compensation. Some find it in that pre- 
occupation with the “things of the mind” which philo- 
Semites so often praise in the Jews. The benevolent out- 
sider is attracted by the exotic qualities of the Jewish mind, 
its unusual mobility and versatility. To a Jew, however, 
seeing things from within, the cult of the “intellect” some- 
times seems to be carried beyond the boundaries of good 
taste. One's pride in the Jewish mind is not enhanced 
when one reads that “our concerns with national and world 
politics, with social and economic problems, with science, 
literature, art and music” (i. e., concretely speaking, our 
academic shop-talk, amateur political gossip and enthusi- 
asms for the novel of the season) “should transcend our 
Jewish devotions” (i. e. the spirit-taxing concern of saving 
the Jewish people from total extinction and securing for it 
the conditions for a dignified existence ). 

First things first. Without this axiom there cannot be 
any sense of proportion or, for that matter, any “life of the 
spirit.” Bialik put it in a formula of almost mathematical 
precision: “A people can have only as much sky over its 
head as earth under its feet.” Henrietta Szold expressed it 
with even greater directness: “No one person can do more 
than fight a little tiny bit of a world problem. I must stick 
to the Jewish problem.” 

SHLOMO GRODZENSKY. 
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How the Jewish Community of Radom 


Was Exterminated 
by Bracha Habas 


The following is the first eye-witness account 
of what happened to an old Jewish community 
tn Poland under Nazi occupation from the be- 
ginning of the war until a few months ago. 
The eyewitness was interviewed at Haifa by 
Bracha Habas, of the Palestine labor daily, 
Davar, where the report first appeared last 
December. 


HE NARRATIVE which follows tells the story 

of a Jewish woman from the ghetto of Radom, 
in Poland, whom miraculous chance saved from 
perdition and brought safely to Palestine. Barely a 
month has passed since her escape, and her swollen 
eyes, her emaciated body, her helpless expression 
still bespeak her recent experiences. 


She began telling her story after she was released 
from the Athlit detention camp. The Bet Olim (Im- 
migrants’ Home) in Haifa and a group of men, 
women and children, who had just been released 
from Athlit together with her and were awaiting 
placement in various parts of the country, consti- 
tuted a “natural” environment for the grim tale. 
Everyone present bore living testimony to the tragedy. 


A choked sob interrupted the story time and again. 
The young, intelligent woman, obviously endowed 
with an immense reservoir of vitality, had hardly 
shed a tear throughout her ordeal. Her heart had 
turned to stone, and many a time she prayed for 
her death and the death of her two children. And the 
two—one three-and-a-half and the other eight years 
old—clung to their mother in mortal fear, follow- 
ing every word of hers with terror-stricken eyes. Is 
there any wonder? Did they not see with their own 
eyes how the S.S. men pulled their father out of bed 
and took him away with them? Did they not wander 
for a month in their mother’s arms, through field 
and forest, hiding in cemeteries and under the hay in 
farmers’ attics? The older one who, though eight, 
looked more like four, joined in the conversation 
from time to time with a slight wave of the hand 
or a single word which added more realism to the 
narrative than all the harrowing details. 


Her story was interrupted from the outside as 
well. People from her home town came to learn of 
the whereabouts of their friends and relatives. The 
calamity ceased to be a mere abstraction. In the 
course of the two days it took her to relate her ex- 
periences it became clear to me how many thousands 
and tens of thousands here were affected as the 


victims’ fathets and mothers, sons and daughters, 
brothers and sisters. 


The word which occurred most frequently in the 
woman’s report was the terrible term ausgesiedelt. 
Aussiedlung is the pure German term for the re- 
lentless mass slaughter which hits ghetto after ghetto 
in systematic fashion and cuts short the lives of 
thousands every night. Awusgesiedelt means being 
taken out of bed, put into a locked, windowless rail- 
road car, covered with chloride powder, and sent 
away to a place from which none ever returns. Only 
torn clothes are brought back in the freight cars. At 
first, before the murders assumed mass proportions, 
the family would receive the clothes back, accom- 
panied by a death certificate. Then, for a while, they 
sent back not clothes but a small box of ashes. Then 
they stopped sending anything at all. The facts were 
clear beyond a doubt: the certificate was totally un- 
necessary. 


The Aussiedlung was conducted with the aid of 
two extermination centers, one in Tremblanka near 
Minsk-Mazowieck, the other in Malkinia, in the 
Ukraine, near the Russian frontier. The one in Trem- 
blanka consists of a large building—it was an edu- 
cational institution at one time—each of whose 
rooms has a high-tension electric wire strung through 
it. Six or seven hundred people at a time—the 
strongest in the transport, the ones that managed to 
escape death from suffocation en route—are taken 
out of the cars, stripped naked and thrown into the 
electrified rooms. After some minutes, piles of bodies 
are removed from the building and burned to an 
ash. In Malkinia there is no electric mass-murder 
machine. There trenches have been turned from 
border fortifications into expertly devised death 
terminals. 


Radom alone, among the last in the line of the 
ghettos to be exterminated, had provided four “trans- 
ports” for Aussiedlung up to a month ago. In the 
course of three months, from the beginning of 
August until the middle of October, 26,000 of the 
30,000 who had been crammed into the Radom 
ghetto were liquidated in this fashion. The 8,000 
inhabitants of the smaller ghetto in the Glinica 
section were annihilated in one night—the first 
night of horrors at the beginning of August. To 
make up the quota of 10,000 for that night, some 
streets in the bigger ghetto were also raided. When 
the narrator left, barely four thousand souls had sur- 
vived, including some Jewish doctors and policemen, 
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not all of whom, though, had escaped the slaughter. 
One Jewish policeman from Radom, who had been 
taken out to an extermination center and managed 
to return alive, through a stroke of fortune, by hiding 
in the packs of clothes that were brought back, was 
one of the few Jewish eye-witnesses to the scenes of 
mass murder. The other accounts came from the 
testimony of Poles, some of whom, old friends and 
neighbors, in defiance of the authorities secretly re- 
lated what they saw. 

The majority of the four thousand who remained 
alive in Radom were strong young people, who 
toiled as slave laborers in the local munition factory. 
Some eighty children were also left alive, after thous- 
ands had been shot in the streets, singly and in 
groups. Once a group of children were told to form 
a circle in the city square and were shot down one 
after the other. A number of old men and women 
were also left, among them the narrator's mother, 
who was peeling potatoes for the S.S. men. Her daily 
quota was a cubic meter and her working hours— 
from 5 A.M. until 7 P.M. Her food consisted of one 
meal a day—a dish made out of vegetable offal, a 
slice of black bread and a bit of black coffee. She 
was all swollen from hard toil and hunger. 

Fragment for fragment, the tale of blood, pain 
and humiliation emerged complete. From time to 
time the woman would stop, amazed that so faint an 
echo of these events had reached us here. The sword 
of destruction is swinging firm and efficient. It passes 
from ghetto to ghetto, from community to commu- 
nity, and does its work with system and precision. 
There is no escape from it. Why then tell the tale? 
Because one’s heart weeps day and night without 


_let-up; and—who knows?—perhaps something— 


even if only a tiny bit—can still be done for the 
surviving remnant. 


* * * 


If the fragments of the story were to be put into 
a chronological sequence, it would begin with the 
first days after the outbreak of the war in 1939. The 
woman was then thirty years old, a mother of a son 
of five and a three-month-old infant in arms, helping 
her husband and her father in their haberdashery 
store. When the news spread that the Nazis were 
approaching, all the men started on a panicky trek 
to the east, soon to be pursued by bombing planes. 
Her father, brother and husband—who was thirty- 


four at the time—ran away too, and for weeks after- 


wards she did not know whether or not they were 
alive. The first to return were the Poles, who had 
turned back from Rowno and other cities that had 
meanwhile been occupied by the Soviet armies. Let- 
ters began arriving through messengers, and her joy 
was great on the day when she received word from 
her husband and her brother. © 


The Germans began to show their true colors in 
the very first days of the occupation, by a series of 
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wholesale confiscations. A truck would arrive in 
front of a store, empty out its contents and leave 
behind a certificate which was of course totally worth- 
less. There was no one to complain to, and any re- 
fusal to open the store, or any attempt to hide some 
of the merchandise, involved mortal danger. “In 
spite of that,” the woman related, “I neglected the 
children and sought all sorts of ways of concealing 
some of the goods from our store. In those days we 
were certain that the war would not last more than 
three months—surely that was enough time for 
England to beat the Nazis into submission!—and it 
was essential, we thought, to preserve some of our 
property for the day of victory. But while I was en- 
gaged in hiding some of the merchandise, my nine- 
teen-year-old sister came running to tell me that the 
S.S. men were plundering the house. They hurriedly 
took out pillows, blankets, articles of clothing, bits 
of furniture, piled them on trucks and wheeled them 
away. Even pots, dishes, knives, forks and other 
kitchen utensils were removed. “The Jews won't be 
needing these,’ they said.” 

The commotion in the city was frightful as it 
lived through days and nights of incessant heavy 
bombing. There was no let-up from the deafening 
noise of explosions. The retreating Polish army was 
blowing up dumps of ammunition and tearing up 
all the bridges in the vicinity. The explosions shook 
the walls to their foundations, and the buzzing of 
swarms of planes overhead put mortal fear into every 
heart. 


Several days after the confiscations began, an 
order was issued depriving the Jews of their busi- 
nesses. Only a chosen few were given permission to 
register them in the name of a Polish commissar or a 
local Volksdeutsche. The others were forced to va- 
cate their establishments within a few days. The 
goods were turned over to the Germans, and the 
dwellings to the Poles. Only some of the grocery 
stores continued in Jewish hands. 


Then came the removal of the Jews from the 
mixed streets. There was no ghetto as yet, but strict 
orders compelled the Jews to vacate a number of 
homes, streets or even entire sections. They were 
replaced by Poles and Germans, while the evicted 
had to find their own new dwelling places in the 
remaining sections of the city. Then began a dread- 
ful speculation in apartments, rooms, even beds. In 
those days the Jews were already forbidden, under 
the penalty of the concentration camp, to enter cer- 
tain sections of the city. A wild man-hunt for slave 
labor, accompanied by merciless beatings of any re- 
calcitrant, was soon to follow. It claimed its first 
victim early—an eighteen-year-old by by the name 
of Wiener. That day five hundred men were cor- 
ralled in the streets and ordered, while many trucks 
stood idle, to carry iron beds and heavy iboards on 
their backs from one end of the city to the other, to 
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the munition factory,—a distance of several miles. 
To stop for a rest was strictly forbidden. The woman 
saw with her own eyes how the mounted S.S. men 
lashed some of the exhausted men who had stopped 
to catch their breath. The boy Wiener fell victim to 
such a beating. As his hands sank from exhaustion 
and the bed which he was lugging dropped to the 
ground, one of the horsemen ran into him and 
knocked him down. The boy never arose while the 
terrible procession continued onward. 


The news of the boy’s death spread like wildfire. 
The men that had remained ran away to the east in 
a new wave of panic. Even women ran, with their 
infants on their backs and their children hidden away 
in bags which they hurriedly sewed out of skins or 
blankets. “I was in no position to run away with my 
two children and my old mother,” the woman told, 
“so I remained behind. Since that time I thought of 
putting an end to my life more than once, and I 
probably would have, were it not for the children. 
To kill them first and then myself required more 
strength than I could muster. I prayed many times 
in my heart of hearts: ‘If there is a Supreme Power, 
let Him come and take us all out of our misery for 
all time to come.’ But in the meantime one must 
live. Most of the articles which I managed to rescue 
from the robbery and confiscation were sold to the 
Poles—to the more decent ones among them—at 
half price and less. All my time was taken up with 
providing food for my two children, while I con- 
tinued to devise ways of keeping concealed whatever 
I could.” 


The German army, meanwhile, kept coming from 
the direction of Warsaw like a locust. Swarms of 
tanks, flocks of planes and long rows of railway cars 
—a happy, confident army, in high spirits, with the 
refrain “England is forlorn” forever on their lips. 
France had not yet fallen, but the accepted formula 
was that France would be beaten soon, and England 
immediately afterwards. 


As the number of soldiers grew, so did the repres- 
sive measures. Evety morning brought a new de- 
cree. First they confiscated all the radio sets, and 
anyone who was discovered hiding one was killed 
on the spot—Jew and Pole alike. Next in line were 
all iron and copper articles, then all skins and furs. 
There was-a quota of each article per head, and at- 
tempts to hide anything were punishable by death. 
Then came the forced labor draft. -Males between 
12 and 60 were conscripted for hard labor, at first 
for only three days a week. They received no pay, 
of course, and no food. There were some rare cases 
when one of the overseers would give a Jew a slice 
of bread or utter some words of kindness and com- 
passion when no one was around. But even his tune 
would change as soon as someone came into sight. 

Each day was harder than the preceding one. They 
were particularly ruthless in their treatment of any- 
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one whose clothes betrayed a comfortable past. 
Arrests kept mounting, and so did deportations to 
concentration and labor camps. “Yet we did not lose 
hope. In those days, in December 1939, my husband 
returned from the Soviet-occupied area, driven by 
worry over the fate of his family. He came illegally, 
after having spent many days on the roads, in snow 
and sleet, amid mortal danger. Some time later my 
father returned too: He could find no peace in 
Bialystok, which was overflowing with war refugees. 
He could not even find a bed to sleep in, nor a chair 


to sit on.” 
* 5 * 


In those days the decree was issued making it 
mandatory for every Jew to wear a white band, with 
the blue Shield of David on it. (Anyone leaving for 
Palestine was forbidden to take the white band out 
with him, but the brave woman found a way to smug- 
gle hers out; now she carries it with her as if it were 
a talisman.) That decree brought a definite change 
in the life of the Jewish population by putting a 
sudden end to its freedom of movement. To remove 
the band meant to be exposed to the death penalty; 
to wear the Cain-like mark on the roads or in the 
trains meant to invite certain attack. All later at- 
tempts of the family to escape to Russia were fru- 
strated by the white band even before they were 
undertaken. 

At the beginning of 1940, the bread ration card 
was introduced, allowing 4% decagram (about two 
ounces) of bread per person per day. It was never- 
theless possible to keep body and soul together. 
Some of the remaining store merchandise and sundry 
household articles were sold to the Poles under cover 
in return for some illicit provisions. 

On April 1, 1941 the ghetto was imposed on 
Radom. Even before that date the authorities sys- 
tematically drove the Jews from their dwellings and 
forced them into certain specified sections of the city. 
But now it was done thoroughly, and all at once. 
The Glinica section was cleared of all Poles, while 
the second ghetto centered around a section that was 
predominantly Jewish even before. Two and three 
families were crammed into a room. Whoever still 
had a little money left could obtain somewhat better 
quarters; the others went to live in moldy cellars, 
like cave-dwelling beasts. The Judenrat, established 
some time earlier, now turned into a center of graft 
and trading in privileges. When the ghetto was set 
up, the Judenrat was supposed to help the evicted 
ones find living space. Long lines formed outside its 
offices, and people stood in them days and nights on 
end, hoping to get some assistance in their desperate 
plight. The waiting line itself soon became a source 
of trading, profiteering and graft-taking. The few 
became rich at the expense of the many, and many 
ugly situations arose. In the meantime it became 
clear that the Judenrat in reality had its hand tied 
by the authorities and was itself totally helpless. 
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Some difficulties among the Jews themselves made 
matters even worse. It began with the manner of 
distributing the heavy levies, which were placed by 
the Germans from time to time, among the Jews in 
the ghetto. “A levy of two thousand zlotys was once 
placed on our family by the Judenrat,” the woman 
told. “It was much more than we could pay, but we 
hesitated to complain: Whoever did was put on the 
so-called lista upornych, the List of the Obstinate, 
and turned over to the police, who would keep him 
under arrest until his relatives secured his release by 
paying the levy. We, too, were finally placed on the 
list when we sought to reduce the levy that was 
placed upon us to 500 zlotys. They came to the 
house at night and arrested my mother—my father 
was away from home at the time—and I had to pay 
a thousand zlotys to have her set free.” 


It was also the painful duty of the Judenrat to fill 
the requests of the Germans for various articles, such 
as warm blankets, furniture for the officers’ quarters 
and for the government officials that were imported 
from Germany, and sundry valuables to serve as 
gifts for the rulers, their families or servants. The 
news that a request of this sort was made always 
came as a heavy blow to the community. 

5 # * * 


In the first days of the ghetto there was a period 
of relative quiet. The adjustment to the new circum- 
stances was under way. People made an effort to 
heal their wounds and to make the best of the dire 
conditions. The hope for a brighter future bolstered 
the low spirits. 

The family rented a moldy room from a Pole who 
had exchanged it for a spacious apartment in the 
center of the city. The room was part of a little 
house, separated from the adjoining courtyard and 
practically hidden from sight by a tall brick wall. 
It was that wall which later saved the remnants of 
the family from certain death. They had paid 700 
zlotys for having the room vacated, beside substantial 
sums for repairing the walls and the roof of the 
contaminated hole. Here they brought, in fear and 
trepidation, the few provisions that they managed to 
conserve—sugar, chick peas, flour. But it did not 
take long for a new series of searches to begin. All 
their provisions were confiscated, and they were glad 
that they got off without a heavy fine. 

On November 20, 1941 a new decree made leav- 
ing the ghetto an offense punishable by death. Trav- 
elling in the trains had already been forbidden, 
except by special permit, obtainable only at the end 
of a long and dangerous procedure, including the pre- 
sentation of a doctor's certificate testifying to one’s 
health and a certificate from the bath-house proving 
that one was clean. No travel permits were issued 
for commercial purposes. They were only available 
to persons who happened to be stranded and wanted 
to get back home. This is how a traffic in travel per- 
mits began. Large enough sums could buy a certi- 
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ficate proving that one lived in some distant town, 
thus enabling one to travel and engage in a bit of 
trading. If a woman ever obtained a permit to leave 
town, she would twist several yards of cloth around 
her body, put on a number of jackets and coats one 
on top of the other, and sell them to the farmers in 
return for some food. In the course of time, facili- 
tating to leave the ghetto illegally turned into a 
lucrative business for the few who specialized in it. 
The houses that stood on the borderline between the 
ghetto and the outside world served as the stations 
for this traffic, by means of Which some of the ghetto 
inhabitants would venture outside to trade sundry 
old articles, particularly articles of clothing, for a 
bit of food. But even this miserable trading involved 
much danger, and hardly a day passed without a 


‘casualty. Any Jew found outside the ghetto walls 


was shot on sight, sometimes after he had been made 
to dig his own grave. One of the most shattering 
incidents in Radom occurred when a Nazi policeman 
shot two brothers, ordered other Jews to dig a grave 
for them, then shot a dog and buried it together with 
them: “Let the three dogs lie there together!” 

In February 1942 the murder began to assume 
mass proportions. Early on Thursday, February 19, 
there were sudden mass arrests. That night seventy 
men were shot, and many others were sent on forced 
labor to Oswiencim. At that time it was still pos- 
sible to know where people were being sent, so that 
some contact with them was maintanied, and there 
was still some hope that they might return. At about 
the same time a new series of thorough searches was 
made from door to door, and two men were shot for 
hiding bits of skin in their house. 

or * ~ 


“The decisive date in my life was April 28, 1942. 
That night another search took place in the ghetto, 
and fifty men and women were shot for no particular 
reason. Among the victims was my husband. 

“With dawn, at ten minutes past four, terrifying 
pistol and machine gun shots suddenly pierced the 
ominous silence of the ghetto. Everyone awoke. The 
children sat up in their beds as if frozen stiff. My 
husband managed to put on his trousers, his shirt, 
and his shoes, when harsh knocks were heard on the 
shutters. I was urging him to hide, but before he 
managed to get away some men were already forc- 
ing their way through the door with their rifle butts, 
shouting in hoarse voices: ‘Aufmachen. Open up.’ I 
opened the door to the murderers with my own hands, 
while my husband stood horror-stricken, trembling 
fiercely and mumbling under his breath. Three 
drunken men burst into the semi-darkness of the 
room, two §.S. men in uniform and a local Volks- 
deutsche who acted as their guide. Pointing to a list 
in their hands, they asked for our names and began 
searching the beds of the children, who sat up 
stricken with awe, their terrified eyes fixed on their 
father’s ghost-like face and shivering body. They 
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asked what the green ribbon on his sleeve meant. 
Many of the younger men seeking a way of obtain- 
ing greater freedom of movement resorted to wear- 
ing the ribbon, given to those who gathered scrap 
for the army. It freed them from compulsory labor 
and permitted exit from the ghetto but imposed 
many other obligations, and if one failed to collect 
one’s quota, one was obliged to buy the difference. 


“When they got through searching every corner 
of the room, they ordered my husband to follow 
them. I knew what that meant. I fell on his neck, 
and burst into tears, but they tore him away forcibly 
and hit him in the face. I tried to hand him his over- 
coat, but one of the S.S. men threw it to the ground 
and said: ‘He won't need it any longer.’ ” 


Quite unconscious, the woman dragged along after 
her husband for several steps, barefoot, wearing 
nothing but her nightgown. One of the men turned 
to her and said: “Perhaps you would like to come 
along with us?” But the other pushed her back, 
slammed the door in her face and shouted: “Go to 
sleep!” Two minutes later—two minutes which 
seemed like eternity—the echo of three shots split 
the room. Neighbors who dared take a peek through 
the cracks between the shutters told later that they 
ordered her husband to run, and shot him in the 
back. The second shot felled him, but they fired 
again, to make sure. 


The woman inside did not weep. She sat on the 
edge of the bed, as if turned to stone, yet wide awake, 
going over every detail in her mind. She did not 
weep then, but now, as the memory of that terrible 
hour came back, there was no end to the flow of 
bitter tears. The unhealed wound hurt indescribably 
when one came near it. 


Among those who were shot that night were some 
women who had begged the killers to spare their 
husbands or brothers. She knew many of the victims 
by name, and related some details about them. They 
shot an old man of seventy, whom they suspected of 
having performed Shechita. The following morning 
the bodies were taken to the hospital yard. Many of 
them were naked: Some men had been pulled out 
of bed before they had a chance to dress. The woman 
saw the wagons loaded with bodies through the crack 
in the shutters. At that time they still buried the 
dead. Graves were dug in two long rows, and little 
wooden signs were fixed, bearing the names of the 
fallen. 


After the cruel murders of that night, which 
claimed some of the best of the ghetto’s manhood, 
the authorities announced that the men were shot to 
prevent them from executing a plot that they were 
preparing. It was an obvious lie, calculated to salve 
the few troubled consciences. The reign of terror 
had long broken all spirit of resistance. The thought 
of anti-German plots was furthest from anyone's 
mind. 


)) ae 


Several more such nights followed, but everyone 
had the feeling that more terrible events were in the 
offing. They knew that the Aussiedlung, which had 
already hit Lublin, Lodz and Warsaw, would not pass 
them by: there was no escape from it. 


Finally the day came, in the early part of August. 
The narrator, who génerally showed a remarkable 
memory for dates, némes and numbers, was unable 
to recollect the precise-date. Terror gripped the, 
ghetto as soon as large électric lamps were begun to 
be put up in the streets. Some of those who managed 
to escape from the Lublin ghettd told that that is 
precisely how it started there too. That evening there 
was not a soul in the street. The entire ghetto awaited 
death in silence. Some Polish acquaintances, in re- 
turn for handsome rewards, told all the details of the 
Aussiedlung process. One told of a young girl being 
forced to unload gravel from a railroad car, while 
her parents were being loaded on the same train. 
Another told how the recalcitrants were hit with 
rifle butts, and how children were murdered in the 
streets en masse. Others told of a band of two thous- 
and steel-helmeted, specially trained Ukrainian bri- 
gands who had been attached to the S.S. and the 
Gestapo squads to carry through the actual work of 
extermination. 


When night fell, groups of gendarmes were the 
first to appear. Behind them were the S.S. squads, 
then came units of the Jewish ghetto police, and 
finally the Ukrainian gangs. They passed from house 
to house through the Glinica ghetto, forced open all 
doors and ordered everyone outside, including women 
and children. There they were told to form a line, 
and all young men who had certificates showing that 
they were working in war plants, as well as the Jew- 
ish policemen and doctors, were ordered to step aside. 
In the Glinica ghetto one woman doctor was left 
alive. In the bigger ghetto the doctors’ and police- 
men’s families wer also spared. 


Dawn was breaking when the henchmen reached 
the big ghetto in order to complete their quota for 
the night. Shots intermingled with shouts, and the 
noise of running footsteps was to be heard from 
behind the shutters. The voices were approaching 
ever nearer. Now they could be heard clearly from 
the neighboring house, from the yard beyond the 
wall. But it was the wall which saved them. The 
little house hidden behind it went unnoticed. The 
murderers passed them by, leaving a maddening 
silence behind them. 


The woman, her two children and her old parents 
were saved, but the family was not spared its share 
of tragedy that night. The twenty-two-year-old sister, 
whom a work-certificate exempted from the depor- 
tation, was certain that her parents were among the 
victims, when she saw that the street where they 
lived was completely emptied out. When she ran to 
take a last glimpse at her mother and father, she 
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was drawn into the mob and led away to her 
slaughter together with it. 


Meanwhile the quota for the night was filled. The 
wagons were jammed with 150-200 people on each, 
and the show was at an end. The others were told to 
go home, and the young brother-in-law, the newly- 
wed husband of the poor sister, was among those 
who returned. He found his home empty. Fearing 
the worst, he ran to her parents’ home to inquire 
after his wife. As he was knocking on the shutters of 
the little house at seven o’clock that morning, two of 
the murderers shot him in the back. He fell at the 
door-step in a pool of blood. The old parents hur- 
riedly took him inside, and even erased all signs of 
blood from the pavement, so as to arouse no one’s 
suspicion. 

* * * 


There was a breathing spell of twelve days after 
that cursed night. No one was allowed to enter the 
Glinica ghetto except for the young men who were 
to load the trucks with the belongings of the mur- 
dered. But they were expecting more trouble every 
day. There was little hope of remaining alive. 
Work which exempted one from deportation was 
hard to get. Most of the young men who had re- 
mained alive were working in the local munition 
plant, and the woman succeeded in obtaining work 
in the knapsack factory. The 300 Jews who worked 
there were forced to sleep on straw in the attic of the 
factory building, because it was too far from the 
ghetto to get back there every night. It was strictly 
forbidden to bring along children, or anyone who 
was not working in the factory. But with the aid of a 
sum of money which she gave to the doorman she 
succeeded in smuggling in her two children. 


When the second deportation day drew near, all 
mothers were ordered back into the ghetto. She de- 
cided not to obey the order. There was nothing to 
lose. She did not return. That night she heard shots 
and the sound of wagon wheels, coming and going. 
Her father was among the victims. Her mother did 
not sleep at home that night and was saved. 


When they finally refused to shelter the woman 
and her two children inside the factory any longer, 
she took her children in her arms and went off, with 
no specific destination in mind. During the day she 
hid in a Christian cemetery. At night she slept in a 

- forsaken stable. So began a month of wanderings 
through the countryside, through town and village. 
For a while she hid in the home of peasants who put 
a little cross on her chest so that she should not be 
detected. Later a Jewish family in the little town of 
Wanchock, disregarding the great danger to itself, 
offered her shelter. Then, when a series of searches 
began in the town, the woman hid with her children 
behind the dilapidated wall of a burned-down ware- 
house. This time she knew that her death was cer- 
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tain, and she cared little if she was discovered. But 
she was saved once more. The gendarmes went right 
past the warehouse and for some reason did not look 
inside. 

She began her wanderings all over again. With 
the aid of the last of the money that she still had 
with her she managed to get in contact with her 
brother-in-law. There was still a small ghetto left in 
Radom, she learned from him. All was quiet there, 
and her mother was still alive. So she managed to 
get her children back in, but could not register them 
officially. There they remained in hiding, as illegal 
inhabitants of the ghetto. The most horrible period 
of all began. She returned to her old job in the fac- 
tory, again with the aid of graft, but she had no way 
of getting into the ghetto to see her children who 
were left all to themselves, since her sixty-year-old 
mother worked from sunrise into the night peeling 
potatoes for the army. 


The chance to get out and reach Palestine came 
quite suddenly. Her sister-in-law, a citizen of Pales- 
tine, registered last May among those who desired to 
go to Palestine. There were many grave fears con- 
nected with that registration, lest anyone who regis- 
tered be considered a traitor, and punished forth- 
with. Nevertheless about eighty persons signed up, 
but five months later, when it became known that 
there was an opportunity for 36 to get out, most of 
the eighty were no longer among the living. Her 
sister-in-law with her two children were no longer 
alive either, but the narrator replaced her on the list 
and got to Vienna to join a group that was on its way 
to Palestine. 


* * * 


Here the “story” breaks off, but it is not yet ended. 
The woman’s face and voice, names, places and facts 
will continue to pursue us. They will never be for- 
gotten. They call to us, demanding action. 


BERMUDA: EASTER 1943 


by Marie Syrkin 


All you who sing the risen Christ, 
Regard the Christ who cannot rise; 
The murdered weigh upon His heart, 
The darkness deepens where He lies. 


All you who hail the opening earth, 
The resurrection-riven tomb, 
Regard the tightly closing grave 
Which shuts the living in its gloom. 


No angel will rojl back the stone, 
No Easter sunrise streak the sky; 
Open the grave, all you who sing, 
Or Christ with all His dead will die. 
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Community In Jewish Education 


‘ 


i JEREMIAH and Rabbi Levi Yitzhak of Berdi- 
chev were both to appraise American Jewish edu- 
cation today, one would find it a theme fit for tragic 
lament; the other worthy of a paean of praise to his 
people Israel. For in Jewish education today, two sets 
of facts can be arrayed, one against the other; and it 


seems too early, as yet, to estimate their relative © 


effect on the future development of American Jewish 
life. 

In the mood of Jeremiah, we could say: How 
desolute is the Jewish educational scene! How ignor- 
ant our people has become; how devoid of Jewish 
knowledge! How little interest in Jewish education; 
how little value is attached to it! The great masses 
of our children do not receive an education that can 
be deemed either worthy of our Jewish tradition or 
suited to their needs as American Jews. Of the six 
hundred thousand Jewish children of elementary 
school age in the United States, less than one out of 
four are at any time in Jewish schools. Those who 
do attend receive, as a rule, only two to three years 
of schooling which means that, at best, they acquire 
only the mere rudiments of Jewish knowledge and 
forget these very quickly. The majority of our chil- 
dren go to Jewish schools tired, after their public 
schooling, and find no interest or value in what is 
taught to them. Most courses of study and most 
methods of teaching are formal, uninteresting, life- 
less. What is taught to Jewish children seems so un- 
related to their young lives filled with active curiosity 
for vital matters of today. Most Jewish parents are 
either disinterested or discouraged. Their children 
can give but little time to Jewish study and they 
keep shifting them from school to school, and from 
teacher to teacher; so that it has been said that Jew- 
ish schools “are like street cars—full, but never with 
the same people.” Most Jewish teachers are disap- 
pointed and disillusioned. They are miserably under- 
paid and insecure; the wings of their ideals have been 
broken against the stone walls of reality; they feel 
as if carrying precious water in a sieve, struggling to 
make real and permanent what seems unreal and illu- 
sive. Many schools are still in quarters unfit for the 
teaching of children, and are conducted in a spiritless 
manner, in terms of shabby penuriousness. The com- 
munity in general is too busy with charity, with poli- 
tics and with public relations. Even when community 
leaders pay lip worship to Jewish education, most of 
them treat it as of minor importance. Indeed, of 
what value is Jewish education if—as one Jewish 
communal leader recently boasted at a public gather- 
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ing—it is possible to lead American Jews “without 
knowing the difference between mezzuzah and sha- 
mash?” Jewish knowledge is no longer an asset; why 
struggle to attain it against odds? Ignorance, indiffer- 
ence, ineffectiveness and hollow formalism are the 
marks of American Jewish education! .. . 


But in the mood of Rabbi Levi Yitzhak, we could 
say with equal truth: How wonderful is our people 
Israel! How remarkable its power “to pour the old 
wine into new vessels.” Within one generation, how 
much progress has been made in American Jewish 
education! Without compulsion by law, without 
backing of government funds, 125,000 American 
Jewish children attend elementary Jewish schools 
from three to twenty hours per week, in addition to 
their secular studies. Parents not only send their 
children, but voluntarily pay for their tuition, fre- 
quently out of meager incomes. Over four million 
dollars annually is spent in America on Jewish ele- 
mentary education — not counting the secondary 
schools and the higher institutions of learning; not 
counting also the large sums spent on Jewish centers, 
synagogues and youth organizations. And while it 
is true that at any one time only one-fourth of our 
children are in a Jewish school, many more manage 
to attend for some periods during their childhood; 
as many as 70 per cent of all our children. And if 
their education is not as effective as it should be, we 
must keep in mind that it takes time, generations of 
time, to fashion new vessels for the old wine; and 
that most American Jews are immigrants or first 
generation native born. A generation ago, thirty 
years ago, there were but two higher institutions of 
Jewish learning in America; now there are over a 
dozen institutions for the training of rabbis, teachers 
and Jewish scholars. Thirty years ago, there was not 
a single Hebrew or Yiddish secondary (high) school. 
Now there are many of them; and they are to be 
found in every important community in the country. 
Thirty years ago, there were only three poor old- 
fashioned yeshivoth teaching Talmud to a few chil- 
dren; now there are in New York alone thirty elemen- 
tary yeshivoth and Jewish academies, giving instruc- 
tion to over six thousand pupils; and already some 
of them have achieved high educational standards, 
comparable to the best in American education. Thirty 
years ago, there were but few teachers and rabbis 
that were American born and trained; now, the vast 
majority of them are American university men and 
women who received in this country their Jewish 
knowledge and training. A generation ago, there was 
not one community that had a central agency for 
Jewish education; now there are such central bureaus, 
boards or associations in every important Jewish com- 
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munity in the land, trying to harness community re- 
sources in men and in money to help maintain and 
improve Jewish education. To these things and more 
we could point as the achievements of but one gen- 
eration. How hopeful, how promising for the future 
of American Jewish life! . 


The truth is that both the Jeremiahs and the Levi 
Yitzhaks among us are right. The whole truth can 
include both appraisals: there is a very great deal to 
be done in American Jewish education, the situation 
at present is woefully inadequate to our needs; but 
our people has both the capacity and the will to de- 
velop our educational system to fit the many obstacles 
and handicaps, as well as the many assets, that char- 
acterize our new life in the untried conditions of 
American freedom. What are we to do to improve 
and strengthen Jewish education, so as to make it 
adequate to our needs and worthy both of our tradi- 
tion and of the emerging democracy? Naturally, 
there are many answers and many approaches. Every 
teacher and rabbi, every school and institution, every 
educational group performs its tasks on the basis of 
some ptogram which is more or less clear, more or 
less broad. In this article, we wish to stress one ap- 
proach, a crucial one—the organization of the com- 
munity for Jewish education. At first, this sounds 
like a mechanical, administrative approach. But as 
Jews, we know the distinction between aggadah and 
halachah, between vision and way, between principle 
and practical application. In Jewish tradition, hala- 
chah is considered the more important because it 
embodies and expresses both the vision and the way. 
The organization of communities for Jewish educa- 
tion is an approach through Aalachah. It is for us to 
see its significance, not only in practice but in prin- 
ciple as well. 


Development of the Community Idea 


The idea of community organization for Jewish 
education arises from a two-fold conviction. First, is 
the recognition that the community as a whole has 
an interest in the education of the children beyond 
that of the individual school, congregation or organi- 
zation. “Ignorance and indifference are like disease; 
they are infectious.” For the protection and promo- 
tion of its own corporate life the community must 
therefore assist and encourage existing educational 
efforts, and must initiate and develop such enterprises 
as are beyond the scope or power of individual schools 
or organizations. Second, is the conviction that, how- 


- ever wide the differences in outlook and program may 


be among schools and educational groups, there is 
nevertheless a community of interest among them in 
terms of fundamental aim. To be sure, there are im- 
portant differences—as to the place of Palestine, He- 
brew, Yiddish, religious observance, interpretations 
of history and of social forces, conceptions of indi- 
vidual and social ethics, views of the future world. 
These differences cannot and should not be mini- 
mized. But neither should we minimize the funda- 
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mental community of basic aims, interests and 
destiny. For however widely divergent their under- 
standing and interpretation of the terms involved, all 
systems of Jewish education wish (a) to teach Juda- 
ism; (b) to help the individual to understand and 
live out his relationships as a Jew; and (c) to con- 
tinue and improve Jewish life in America and 
throughout the world. To express this community of 
interests in Jewish education, central agencies have 
been created, especially in the larger communities of 
the country. 


The first of these community agencies came into 
being when the premature effort was made in 1910 to 
organize the New York Kehillah. Dr. Samson Ben- 
derly was the director of this first Bureau of Jewish 
Education, whose maintenance was continued by the 
federated charities of the city after the demise of the 
Kehillah. Following that example, bureaus of Jew- 
ish education were established by the federations of 
charities in Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago and else- 
where. When the Jewish Education Association was 
organized in New York (1921) independently of 
the charities, similar associations sprang up in many 
communities. At first, these bureaus, boards or asso- 
ciations dealt largely with but one type of educational 
institution: the communal Talmud Torah or Hebrew 
school. They did much to improve that type of 
school. They helped to introduce modern methods 
and texts, raised the qualifications of teachers and the 
standards of teaching, established Hebrew high 
schools for the graduates of the elementary Hebrew 
schools. In those days, the congregational school, the 
elementary Yeshivah and the Yiddish school, were 
considered outside the purview of the community 
program. However, within the last two decades some 
of the central agencies have begun to broaden their 
scope and to include these types of schooling as well. 


The most inclusive and far flung program for com- 
munity organization is probably that of the Jewish 
Education Committee of New York. The scope of 
its communal interests may be indicated by the groups 
officially affiliated with it: The Council for Orthodox 
Jewish Schools (Vaad Hachinuch Hacharedi); He- 
brew Principals’ Association; United Synagogue 
Schools of Greater New York (conservative); Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations (reform); Com- 
mission for Yiddish schools (including Sholem 
Aleichem Folkshulen and Arbeiter Ring schools; also 
the Jewish National Workers’ Alliance); Histadruth 
Ivrith (Hebrew Culture Federation); Jewish Wel- 
fare Board (community centers); Board of Jewish 
Guardians (work with problem children); and the 
Commission on New Approaches (for those unaffili- 
ated with other groups). The cooperation between 
the Jewish Education Committee as the central agency 
and these groups takes a variety of forms: providing 
educational consultants, who are appointed with the 
joint approval of both bodies to direct the work of 
the schools in the particular group and to work with 
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its teachers; planning and supporting experimental 
schools and activities for each group; cooperative de- 
velopment of courses of study and publication of text 
materials; development of clubs, extra-curricular 
activities and mass projects; conducting teachers’ con- 
ferences, licensing of teachers; and similar activities. 


To be sure, the Jewish Education Committee must 
necessarily also engage in many undertakings which 
are beyond the program of individual groups; such as 
providing scholarships for children who cannot pay 
tuition; providing group insurance and relief pen- 
sions for teachers; stimulating the teaching of Hebrew 
in the public high schools and work with high school 
youth; supporting Hebrew high schools; work with 
congregations interested in using the “released hour” 
from public schools; publishing a children’s illus- 
trated magazine; arranging for civilian defense and 
war emergency projects in the Jewish schools; and 
many other tasks. But it is not our intention in this 
brief article to report on the ramified program of the 
Jewish Education Committee of New York. Our 
purpose is rather to stress its bold attempt to include 
within its program cooperative work with all 
groups in the community. For the first time in Amer- 
ican Jewish history, it can be said that so many groups, 
representing such a wide gamut of Jewish opinion 
and outlook, have been included within one com- 
munity program. The experience of the Jewish Edu- 
cation Committee of New York is brief; it came into 
being only three years ago. Nevertheless, there is 
sufficient indication that, novel though this all-per- 
vading community idea may be, it has the promise 
of permanence. 


It is natural that the very novelty of its program 
should subject the Jewish Education Committee of 
New York to a great deal of criticism from many 
sides. It is evidently difficult for people to under- 
stand how a community agency can earnestly sup- 
port one educational group in its program, and at the 
same time honestly help other groups that have dif- 
ferent and even opposing programs. Therefore, the 
orthodox are at times inclined to forget the many 
services which the Jewish Education Committee ren- 
ders to the orthodox schools, and attack it because of 
its interest in the schools and programs of other 
groups. The Hebraists sometimes ignore the fact that 
the bulk of the community work is in terms of foster- 
ing Hebraic education, and they accuse the Jewish 
Education Committee for supporting non-Hebraic 
experiments. The Zionists look askance on the co- 
operation of the Jewish Education Committee with 
non-Zionist groups or individuals, even though its 
entire staff consists of devoted Zionist educators; and 
vice versa, the non-Zionists accuse it of over-emphasis 
on Zionist and Hebraic teaching. All this and more 
is to be expected. Time and experience are necessary 
to test whether a broad, objective community ap- 
proach in Jewish education is possible. The Jewish 
Education Committee of New York and similar cen- 
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tral agencies must accept the challenge and prove 
through honest, persistent and consequential action 
the values inherent in an inclusive community ap- 
proach. 


Significance of Community Organization 


Some of these possible values are evident, others 
are less evident. Clearly, the schools have much to 
gain from an organization that can raise funds in 
the name of the entire community in order to sup- 
plement the meager school budgets through direct 
subsidies or through scholarship grants. Many chil- 
dren whose parents are unable to pay for their tuition 
can be given instruction with the help of the com- 
munity. Teachers and schools stand to benefit from 
the pedagogic advice and guidance given by friendly 
specialist consultants who hold the same viewpoints 
as they do in Jewish education. Teachers can re- 
ceive new hope and courage if, instead of having to 
deal only and always with their particular school, 
they can look forward to organized community 
opinion to regulate their status and conditions of 
work. Text book writers can benefit from the know- 
ledge that an organized school system is ready to use 
the products of their labor. Experimentation aiming 
to improve Jewish teaching needs in most cases the 
financial and moral help of a central community 
agency. 

But there are other less evident values. There is 
great good in a community program which makes 
possible the exchange of experience and opinion 
among those who are doing partisan work in Jewish 
education. Party and group differences are inevit- 
able and important, and will doubtless continue. But 
these differences are not static and unchangeable. 
Indeed, within one generation we have seen signi- 
ficant changes; the educational differences today are 
not quite the same as those of a generation ago. 
Orthodox schools are more ready to accept modern 
methods and techniques which a generation ago 
would have been considered “imitations of the Gen- 
tiles.” Sunday schools recognize how inadequate is 
the number of hours of instruction they offer and 
some are attempting to provide supplementary 
weekday instruction as well as to teach Hebrew. 
Many Hebrew schools realize that while the Hebraic 
curriculum must form the core of their education, 
they need nevertheless to provide some instruction 
in the vernacular, for the teaching of history, cus- 
toms, Palestine and current events; especially for 
beginners, and for those pupils entering school at a 
late age. Yiddishist schools are becoming less “se- 
cular” and doctrinaire, and are recognizing more and 
more the abiding values inherent in the classic “re- 
ligious” tradition of Judaism. These and. other 
changes in the setting of our education problems are 
natural, and are bound to continue. No one agency 
and no one person has the right or the power to pass 
final judgment upon the validity of these trends. If 
we are to avoid a fixed pattern of denominationalism 
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in American Jewry, we should look with favor upon 
a community agency which, without trying in the 
least to eliminate differences, encourages the various 
educational parties to learn from each other’s ex- 
perience. For beyond differences in ideology, we are 
one people; and the community is the expression of 
our peoplehood in America. 

Lastly, there is democratic value in a community 
program. If we are to build American Judaism in a 
democracy, we must build it in the spirit of democ- 
racy. If we are to insist upon our cultural and re- 
ligious rights as a Jewish group within the American 
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community; we must also recognize the right to 
“cultural pluralism” within our own Jewish com- 
munity. To build solidly our Jewish life for the 
emerging democracy, we must do so as a plural, 
tolerant, democratic community. 


To achieve these values, central community agen- 
cies in Jewish education should be ready to receive 
criticism for a long time to come, in the spirit of 
good will and understanding; for they are yisurim 
shel ahavah, the pains that are inevitable in this task 
of love. 


Dissension In Jewish Education 


by Ben Halpern 


VER THREE years ago, when the Jewish Educa- 
tion Committee of New York was founded, 
every omen pointed to a fruitful, noteworthy decade 
of achievement in the Jewish schools of New York. 
Endowed by the Friedsam Foundation with a million 
dollars, staffed by noted educators of wide experience, 
well connected with the philanthropic Federation to 
which Jewish religious schools look for a good part 
of their support, the Committee was excellently situ- 
ated to bring about decisive changes for the better. 
Its policy also augured well: the Committee planned 
to foster all existing types of Jewish education, with- 
out discrimination against one or the other type, and 
it adopted as its principle of community action the 
spirit of tolerance and democracy. Yet it is this very 
principle, ill-understood, that has turned the history 
of the Jewish Education Committee into a cavalcade 
of squabbles, ill-will, confusion, and dissension, 
which today run riot among the religious schools and 
Hebrew teachers of the whole country. 

Two parables concerning democracy and Jewish 
child-raising come to mind: A psychology teacher at 
the Hebrew University explained to his class the 
procedure and results of certain biological experi- 
ments, proving, by all the rules of inductive logic, 
the inheritance of eye-color among fruit flies. One 
young student, trained in a Palestinian youth group 
to hold certain definite views on all questions, in- 
cluding heredity and environment, rose and ex- 
plained, “I cannot accept those conclusions.” More 
than a little annoyed, the instructor pointed out that 
the conclusions had to be accepted, willy-nilly, and 
that the rules of science and common sense did not 
allow anyone to decide at his own pleasure whether 
or not he chose to agree. The outraged student in- 
dignantly demanded, “Haven’t I a right to my own 


_ Weltanschauung?” This is one conception of democ- 


racy. Its corrolary is the belief that the truth would 
lie somewhere between the teacher’s, the recalcitrant 
pupil’s, and the various other points of view which 


undoubtedly were held in that pluralistic classroom, 
and could be arrived at only by means of a series of 
compromises, reaching a synthesis of the extreme 
views of the several parties. 


The other story concerns two mothers who lived 
together in Jerusalem during a siege. When all the 
food was gone, one desperate mother, driven mad 
by hunger, killed and ate her child. After starvation 
again overcame her, she fixed her desire upon the 
other mother’s child. She seized the poor infant, 
claiming it as her own. The second mother raised a 
wild outcry,:and caused the city administrator to be 
called in. Now all this came to pass at a time when 
the wise King Solomon, absent from the city, had 
delegated authority to a city manager. This man hap- 
pened to be an enlightened liberal of the best school. 
a convinced pragmatic democrat, and he believed 
the truth always lay in the middle. So he split up 
the child and gave each woman a half. 


* * * 


These are parables not of persons, but of principles 
and policies, and any resemblance to real, live indi- 
viduals is unintended and purely coincidental. The 
parables relate to the long-run tendencies implicit 
in the “ideological line” which has been laid down 
for American Jewish education by the head of the 
Jewish Education Committee of New York. 

One of the signal advances of the Jewish Educa- 
tion Committee was the broadening of its clientele. 
Similar bodies organized in an earlier period of co- 
ordinate Jewish religious schools worked chiefly 
with a single type, the Talmud Torah. Yeshivahs— 
the Jewish equivalent of parochial schools—secu- 
larist Jewish schools conducted in Yiddish and con- 
gregational Sunday schools were not assisted by the 
communal Boards of Education. No teachers’ train- 
ing, standard curricula and examinations, or other 
supervision were centrally provided for them. The 
liberal program of the Jewish Education Committee 
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made good this fault. It not only cooperated with all 
types of schools, but tentatively set out to coordinate 
group work organizations working among Jewish 
youth. 

There was a noticeable bias, of course, in the 
extent of cooperation with regard to different ele- 
ments in the new clientele. The closest relation, in 
addition to the Talmud Torahs, was set up with the 
congregational schools. Supervisors were appointed 
to work with them and organize teachers, curriculum, 
and methods. Much less intimate was the relation 
with the Yeshivahs and the Yiddish schools, the cen- 
ters on the one hand of orthodox, and on the other 
of “nationalist” and secularist Jewish education. A 
similar bias towards the middle and towards the 
lowest common denominator was apparent in re- 


gard to youth organizations. At first the head of the , 


Committee spoke of plans for Youth Councils, which 
would have meant cooperation with the Zionist, 
orthodox, and other organized Jewish youth groups. 
In the end, the program reduced itself to cooperation 
with the Jewish Welfare Board, dealing with Jewish 
community centers, the Histadrut Hanoar Haivri, 
a purely “cultural” body, and the Boy Scouts of 
America. No lasting connection was established 
with the orthodox, labor, or particularly the Zionist 
youth groups of the city. 

I doubt whether serious complaints against the 
Committee would ever have been raised on this 
score. The bias it manifested was a relatively minor 
defect of its virtues, tolerance, open-mindedness, non- 
partisanship. One might even contend that the Com- 
mittee devoted its attention primarily to those who 
most needed help in developing a Jewish program. 
In addition, the degree of cooperation with particular 
types of Jewish education was undoubtedly depen- 
dent on the willingness of the other part to cooperate 
as well as on the policy of the Committee. 

* * * 


About a year ago, however, the Committee pub- 
lished an astonishing document, laying down a “New 
Approach to the Education of American Jewish Chil- 
dren.” This constitutes the “program of Jewish edu- 
cation” of a group—if it can be called such—corres- 
ponding to no known variety of Jewish school now 
or ever previously existing. What claim did this col- 
lective non-entity have on the public funds of the 
Committee? The persons, “previously not identified 
with Jewish education,” declare they represent “the 
nebulous, inarticulate majority of dissenters,” the 
“substantial body of Jews . . . who reject for their 
children each and all of the types of curricula which 
are now offered.” The Committee, which collects the 
city’s Jewish religious school statistics, and has pub- 
licly confirmed more than once that, on the average, 
some 70% of Jewish children attend them at one 
time or another, knows better than anyone else— 
that nothing like a majority of the city’s Jews reject 
all existing types of Jewish education. Even if it 


17 


weré so, no responsible administration would accept, 
without further evidence, the claim of unauthorized 
individuals to represent the inarticulate majority. 

Is the substance of a Jewish fund to be spent so 
unsecured and at random? How could an adminis- 
trator of repute, like the head of the Committee, en- 
trust part of his budget to a group which has no 
school, no students, no teachers, no texts, no curricu- 
lum, and no constructive purpose? If at least their 
plans were promising, some case might be made out 
for a modest investment in experiment—but without 
fanfare, without a new ideology, and a pressure 
group to back it. However, the stated purpose of the 
“Commission on New Approaches to American Jew- 
ish Education” is the most nugatory basis for serious 
planning ever put forward by a group pretending an 
interest in the welfare and Jewish education of its 
children. 


“We soon agreed that there was great need for our 
children to be taught the fundamentals of the heri- 
tage which, wéllingly or unwillingly, was theirs; 
since, being Jews (by the age-old definition that the 
world would so regard them) it was better for them 
to be Jews and like it than to be Jews only by social 
compulsion.” (All italics mine.) 

Following this introduction, the pamphlet goes 
through Jewish life “in the twentieth century” and 
“in America,” selecting those aspects which parents 
whose original design was to forget Jewishness can 
wish their children “to like.” This is the basis of the 
“new approach” to Jewish education. Anything 
which such parents regard foreign to twentieth cen- 
tury America must be discarded. Whatever is left, 
the contention that Judaism is democracy, that it 
came over on the Mayflower, that it is patriotic, ideal- 
istic, spiritual—these are the grounds on which, since 
by social compulsion children are defined as Jews, 
they are to be induced to like it. 


Is this also a Weltanschauung? Can one establish 
a religious school system by making a virtue out of 
necessity? Lacking belief, can one base the education 
of children on make-believe? It seems to me that this 
type of inverted Marranism, this forced Jewishness, 
should not have been recognized by any Committee 
dedicated to the furtherance of Jewish education. 


As a matter of fact, the Jewish Education Commit- 
tee, in publishing the pamphlet on New Approaches 
made a very clear attempt—to disown it. On the fly- 
leaf the committee notes that it is publishing the 
memorandum on behalf of “one of its many affil- 
iates,” and “assumes no responsibility for the parti- 
cular viewpoints expressed.” The same statement is 
printed on a special sticker which the Committee had 
affixed to the front cover of the pamphlet. But if the 
memorandum is of so dubious a nature that the Com- 
mittee feels obliged to disclaim responsibility for it 
twice and with all possible prominence, why print it? 
Why send it out broadside to hundreds of persons, 
including many quite satisfied with the old ap- 
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proaches? Why not a modest private circulation of a 
mimeographed note? The answer is that the pam- 
phlet was “published at the request of the Committee 
on New Approaches.” Since the Committee made 
the initial concession that the Commission held a 
tenable viewpoint in Jewish education, and repre- 
sented a “nebulous” constituency, it has had to make 
further concessions. The reason for their accommo- 
dating attitude is not far to seek: “There is still the 
same deep ideological cleavage between the masses 
and the educational leadership on the one hand, and 
the financial leadership in the community on the 
other . . . On no other single issue does progress in 
community support for Jewish education seem to de- 
pend as much as it does upon removing the ‘division 
of hearts’” (A. M. Dushkin in Jewish Education, 
September 1940, p. 67). The sponsors of the Com- 
mission on New Approaches are among the financial 
leaders dominant in the councils of the Jewish phil- 
anthropic federations. Whatever the case may be 
with the masses, the educational leadership seems de- 
termined to bridge the cleavage which endangers 
their support; and if it is necessary for this purpose 
to let them play with new approaches, revised curri- 
cula, nebulous educational plans—at less than the 
amount of their total contribution to Jewish educa- 
tion, no doubt—why, the Jewish Education Com- 
mittee is prepared to make this concession—without 
assuming any responsibility for the results. 


* * * 


Quite different has been the attitude of the Com- 
mittee towards another affiliate, its traditional client, 
the Talmud Torah. If there is any ground for the 
satisfaction of the Levi Yitzhaks among us with re- 
gard to Jewish education, then surely the Talmud 
Torahs deserve a good share of the praise. It is they 
that have provided the younger Hebrew teachers, the 
young Hebrew culture groups, and, together with the 
Yeshivahs, our young American rabbis. The least 
they might have expected was the same tolerance as 
the Committee on New Approaches enjoyed: the 
right to assistance in developing along the lines 
chosen by themselves. 

Instead, the head of the Jewish Education Com- 
mittee made his debut in that capacity with an attack, 
verging on the vicious, against the Talmud Torahs 
(A. M. Dushkin, “Next Decade of Jewish Education 
in New York City,” Jewish Education, September 
1940, pp. 65-78). He charged “some of our teachers 
(with) an adoration of Jewish nationalism which 
smacks not of classic prophecy nor of rabbinic teach- 
ing, but rather of the turbid nationalist philosophy 
born out of East European conflicts.” “Some of us 


feel,” he said, “too great emphasis has been placed 
on the importance of the group values inherent in 
the term Israel, at the expense of the humanistic and 
universal values inherent in the other concepts (God 
and Torah).” Dushkin noted the growth “in gen- 
. (of) the conviction 
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that Democracy and democratic citizenship must not 
be assumed as an inevitable by-product, but must be 
taught directly and avowedly.” For Jewish educa- 
tion, however, he proposed the contrary thesis that 
“the preservation of the Jewish people should be a 
result rather than the aim of teaching.” In sum, he 
proposed a “radical reorganization” of the tradition 
of the Talmud Torah, and specifically the avoidance 
of “the disproportionate exaggeration (sic) of nation- 
alist elements.” 


Where is the vaunted tolerance, the respect for 
divergent opinion? Dr. Dushkin is entitled to be a 
cultural Zionist, to see in Palestine a spiritual signi- 
ficance upon which he hopes to unite with anti-Zion- 
ists, to detach himself from the “turbid” traditions of 
East Europe—where at the time of his article the 
most creative Jewish communities and the strongest 
system of Jewish education were completing the first 
year of their martyrdom—as the Philo, Saadia, Mai- 
monides, Krochmal, or Zunz of our time, to discover 
that American democracy and Judaism are one and 
the same, to propose for himself any nebulous, in- 
flated intellectual ambition he may choose. It is op- 
posed to his function, as head of a community agency, 
to lay down ideological lines of development for any 
sector of his clientele. The protests of Zionists, Heb- 
raists, and Talmud Torah proponents are amply justi- 
fied, if the above quotation indicates the policy adopt- 
ed by the Jewish Education Committee. 


In his article in this issue of the Jewish Frontier, 
Dr. Dushkin obliquely indicates some reasons which 
may explain in part the difference in his attitude to- 
ward the Commission on New Approaches and to- 
ward the Talmud Torah. “We should look with 
favor upon a community agency which, without try- 
ing in the least to eliminate differences (in ideology), 
encourages the various educational parties to learn 
from each other’s experience.” As we have seen, this 
is a misstatement of the case. The demands of Dr. 
Dushkin from the Talmud Torah go far beyond 
technical questions, and involve an abandonment of 
vital concepts centrai to the Talmud Torah school 
system. From an administrative point of view, how- 
ever, there is no doubt it would be convenient for the 
Jewish Education Committee if the Talmud Torah 
would “learn from the experience” of others—mean- 
ing, no doubt, the Commission on New Approaches. 
It would help to make the “financial leadership” bet- 
ter disposed towards Jewish education if the Talmud 
Torah were to meet the new claimants against Jew- 
ish educational budgets half-way, by giving up half 
of their own child. But is this the way democracy 
evolves the truth? By demanding ideological conces- 
sions in order to help meet a budget? 

There is also another reason for Dr. Dushkin’s at- 
tack on the Talmud Torah. He has an active animos- 
ity towards it as the image of that Eretz Israel which 
has been established by generations of East European 
turbid nationalists: an economic, social entity—not 
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a spiritual emanation—from which he has parted 
company. In a recent article, “Democracy and Jewish 
Education” (Jewish Education, Sept.-Dec., 1942, p. 
94), the head of the Jewish Education Committee re- 
veals a typical reaction against Eretz Israel, when he 
suggests that, as the upbuilding of Palestine is now 
taught (as a matter of fact, this is one of the sub- 
jects which is not prominently featured anywhere in 
Jewish education) it engenders “a feeling of inade- 
quacy, inferiority and hopelessness of American Jews 
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for the continuation of Judaism here.” The Commis- 
sion on New Approaches is everything Palestine is 
not: nebulous, not concrete; based on wind, not 
“bread and might.” As between the two Dr. Dush- 
kin apparently feels more sympathy with the former, 
and he wishes to believe it worthy of survival. This 
he cannot quite manage, it seems, and consequently 
he resents the firmer basis of Palestine. This is per- 
haps understandable; but it is not an attitude which 
the Jewish public can afford to see imposed on its 
schools without protest. 


Sir Ronald Discovers a Menace 


by Israel Mereminski 


— IN March, the London Times published 
an article by Sir Ronald Storrs, former Gover- 
nor of Jerusalem, concerning his recent trip to Pal- 
estine. Whether Sir Ronald made the trip in his pri- 
vate capacity or as a representative of the British 
Colonial Office, we do not know, but it is clear that 
his views, even if not reflecting the opinion of the 
British Administration, will help to determine its 
attitude. 

One of the major theses in Sir Ronald’s article is 
that while the Arabs are not yet ripe for self-govern- 
ment, the Jews, through the Jewish Agency, have 
succeeded in establishing an imperium in imperio; 
that, further, the Histadrut, the Jewish labor federa- 
tion, constitutes a government within that inner 
imperium. He contends that the Jewish National 
Home is already an established fact—that is, that 
the Palestine mandate endorsed by Great Britain 
and fifty-one other nations has been fulfilled. As 
proof of this, he “cites” none other than the Presi- 
dent of the Jewish Agency himself. According to Sir 
Ronald there is no need to repeal the White Paper, 
there is no need to help the Jews further in rebuild- 
ing the country, or to encourage immigration and 
intensive colonization, for the Jews have already 
achieved their goal. 

Sir Ronald Storrs’ anti-Zionist views are not new, 
nor is his resort to the old colonial method of assail- 
ing the Jewish aspirations in Palestine by making 
venomous and libellous accusations against the His- 
tadrut. He is even ready to protect Palestine—even 
the Jews of Palestine—from the danger of the His- 
tadrut. 

The very terminology used by Storrs is reminis- 
cent of that renowned world savior in Berlin. Not 
unlike the latter, Sir Ronald resorts to an all-out 
simultaneous attack on British imperialism, Com- 
munism and the Jewish Marxists who are out to 
build a class-war world. 

Of the achievements of the Histadrut in the last 
twenty-two years Sir Ronald tells very little. Appar- 


ently these achievements, accomplished without the 
help of governments and frequently in the face of 
strong opposition by the government, are enough to 
cause Sir Ronald to fly into a jealous rage and lose 
his customary equanimity. How else can one explain 
so glaring a contradiction in the writing of the 
highly cultured gentleman as his assertion, on the 
one hand, that the Histadrut is a classic example of 
“Karl Marxism” and, on the other, that in its effort 
to adjust wages it collaborates much too closely with 
the employers? 


Sir Ronald comes from the center of world dem- 
ocracy, from London, where a union declared a 
strike in the very courtyard of His Majesty’s palace 
because a single non-union bricklayer was employed 
there. But this does not stop him from denouncing 
the Jewish labor movement as a menace to the peace 
and welfare of the Middle East, and even as a threat 
to the Jewish community itself. 

It cannot be denied, of course, that the Histadrut 
functions in a class-war epoch. But it would be in- 
teresting to know what Mr. Storrs thinks of the 
epoch in which Britain, her colonies, her dominions 
and her American allies are living today. Do not the 
Conservative, Labor and Liberal parties in Britain 
today likewise function in a class society? Is there 
nothing in the whole world except the Histadrut to 
remind Sir Ronald of the plague of class warfare? 
Are perhaps the princely Arab states classless, with 
no exploiters and exploited? Is it all a Histadrut 
invention? Are the 20 cents a day which an agri- 
cultural worker earns in Egypt, Syria and Iraq today, 
in the midst of the war, a symbol of the ideal society, 
whereas the 80 cents a day which the Arab worker 
in Palestine has learned to demand, even before the 
war, thanks to the higher standards introduced by 
the Jewish labor movement, an indication of social 
injustice? 

Sir Ronald’s philosophy and theories of the organ- 
ized labor movement in Palestine are of ancient 
vintage. He evidently did not attempt to learn any- 
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thing new on his recent trip, for had he done so, he 
would not only have found confirmation of the 
achievements of the Histadrut in the field of agri- 
culture, and of water development, but also in the 
sphere of new social forms, as enthusiastically re- 
ported by Sir Arthur Wauchope,* former High 
Commissioner of Palestine. Everyone would be 
thankful to Mr. Storrs and his colleagues if they 
would bring a really constructive plan for the rapid 
establishment of a genuine classless society. Unfor- 
tunately the Histadrut is laboring to this end almost 
alone. From time to time it is aided by progressive 
groups in England, particularly by the British Labor 
movement, but the task is extremely difficult. The 
Histadrut is pursuing the path toward a classless 
Jewish society, and is surmounting gigantic obstacles 
in making Palestine a Jewish commonwealth with- 
out trampling upon the interests of others. It knows 
that its program in the cities and villages, its social 
achievements and agricultural progress are a bless- 
ing for all of Palestine, Jews and non-Jews alike. It 
knows that there is no surer way to a classless society 
than by helping the present population to win a 
higher standard of living, a standard equivalent to 


the European, for the higher Jewish standards can- . 


not survive side by side with the feudalistic. 

It is true that in some Arab quarters, and even 
among some Jews, the progress brought about by 
Jewish immigration and economic development is 
viewed as a calamity. There are elements which 
oppose the new deal heralded by Palestine’s inten- 
sive agriculture and its modern war industries. They 
view the higher wages and the eight-hour-day pre- 
vailing among the Jewish workers as a dangerous 
portent that the Arabs, too, will soon ask for in- 
creased pay and improved labor conditions, just as 
the Arab employers and feudal lords are learning 
(as they will continue’ to learn to an increasing 
extent) from the Jewish entrepreneurs how to build 
a modern economy. Of course the Arabs will learn. 
And the quicker they do, the better for Jewish-Arab 
relations in Palestine. As economic progress is 
made, mutual understanding is bound to become 
greater and more natural, and the foundations for 
the Jewish commonwealth are bound to become 
more secure. 


The Histadrut certainly differs widely from Sir 


Ronald Storrs in its socio-economic and political 


views. It differs even more in its vision of the future 


. development of the country as a home for the Jews, 


who will awaken the country’s dormant potential- 
ities for the benefit of its entire population. It is for 
this vision that 20,000 of its 135,000 members are 
today fighting shoulder to shoulder with the British, 
the Americans and the Fighting French. Whatever 
Mr. Storrs’ views on the subject, the Jewish people, 
the Yishuv, the Histadrut are filled with the cer- 








* See C al Settl ts in Palestine, JEWISH FRONTIER, 
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tainty that the broad. mass of the common people ot 
England, of the Dominions and of America are with 
them in their efforts in behalf of the war and the 
peace to follow. 

The “truth about Palestine” which Sir Ronald 
chooses to relate cannot in any way cover up the con- 
structive efforts of the Jewish labor movement. 
These efforts speak for themselves, and thousands of 
Englishmen, Americans, Australians, New Zealand- 
ers, Canadians and other United Nations troops 
speak with reverence and admiration not only of the 
Holy Land of the three religions, but also of the 
pioneering efforts of the labor movement in Pales- 
tine itself and on the adjacent battlefields. 

Apparently these positive achievements are such a 
striking refutation of Sir Ronald’s charges that he 
prefers to pass over them in silence. And so, instead 
of telling what the Jewish fighting units are accom- 
plishing in the war against the mortal enemy, he 
picks on the Histadrut demand for wage adjustment 
as material for his attack. At the same time he 
ignores completely the 200% increase in vegetable 
production, or the 60% rise in foddet production. 
achieved by the Jewish sector of Palestine since the 
start of the war, or the striking fact that while the 
Histadrut constitutes but 40% of the Yishuv, it has 
supplied 80% of the Jewish soldiers, or the much 
more striking fact that while of 135,000 Histadrut 
members, 20,000 have enlisted, of 900,000 Arabs 
in the country, only 7,500 have volunteered, and of 
that number fully a fourth went home in the midst 
of the most critical days. Nor does he say a single 
word about the fact that while the Histadrut cooper- 
atives have been continuously turning over 100% of 
their produce to the government for disposition 
through the legally established channels, others 
turned in only 25% of their produce, saving the 
balance for the black markets of Palestine, Syria and 
Turkey. 

What about the specific charges of Mr. Storrs, his 
attack on the wage policy of the Histadrut? Does he 
tell the whole story of the economic situation in the 
country? Does he tell the story of the fight against 
inflation and for the stabilization of the cost of living 
which the Histadrut has been waging? 


II. 


As soon as the war broke out, the Histadrut de- 
manded of the Mandatory government to take steps 
to safeguard the prevailing price and wage structure. 
It proposed an effective control of food and articles 
of clothing, the establishment of large consumers’ 
cooperatives, the accumulation of stores of food and 
clothing. The government repeatedly promised to 
study the proposals but did nothing to implement 
them, pointing continually to the obstacles—real 
ones, to be sure—in the way of their implementa- 
tion, but taking no steps to overcome them. As late 
as one year ago, the government refused to institute 
a rationing system, and even today rationing is in 
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effect only in the cities and the Jewish settlements, 
but not in the Arab villages, in the hills, etc. A year 
ago, likewise, the government refused to recognize a 
consumers’ cooperative store of Jewish workers in 
Jerusalem, and even after it opened its own stores, it 
sold only three of the eight most important provi- 
sions in them. It refused to sell flour to the bakers, 
but sold the grain to the millers only, and they in 
turn could not always withstand the temptation of 
speculation. Arab opium merchants of long stand- 
ing added to the volume of their “business” by ex- 
porting into and via Syria, through their previously 
established channels, many consumers’ articles. This 
illegal export trade kept growing, while imports kept 
dropping. The official prices kept rising, but the 
black market kept outstripping them. The low- 
income groups were getting less and less in return for 
their money, and all wage increases were of no avail, 
because the real wages kept falling at an alarming 
rate. Thus the families of workers in war industries, 
who have received the highest increases in pay, have 
suffered a 50% cut in their food consumption. Even 
the Grade A civil servants, who were certainly not 
interested in embarrassing the government, were 
forced to demand a radical change in the economic 
set-up of the country. 

Because of the black market, the Palestinian 
worker has been faced with a severe shortage of food 
supplies, both in the cooperative and the private 
stores. At the end of 1942, the food situation was 
even worse than in the first two years of the war. It 
is obvious that the situation cannot be remedied by 
increased wages. No rise in pay can ever keep up 
with the pace of the black market. 

The Histadrut has insisted on a program of freez- 
ing wages and prices, but the tide of events allowed 
both to keep on rising. Only the full mobilization of 
the Histadrut and the Yishuv has had some restrain- 
ing influence on the prevailing chaos. While the 
cost of living in England has risen 28%, in Canada 
14%, and in the United States 12%, in Palestine it 
has risen 117%. Food costs alone have risen 175%. 
This situation led Jewish capital and labor to join in 
determining a system of regulated wage increases, 
and their plans were accepted by the government. 
Both employers and employees stressed that as long 
as wages had to rise, it was best to regulate them 
according to an agreement, but they maintained that 
it was an absolute necessity to abolish this procedure 
in favor of a fundamental program of food distribu- 
tion and price control. 

The Grade A civil servants in Jerusalem, in a 
memorandum to the British Colonial Office and the 
Palestine Government, pointed out that Palestine’s 
imports have declined more than that of any country 
in the Middle East during war time. This, despite 
the fact that Palestine is a central station for the 
shipment of large quantities of goods. They have 
requested an investigation by a British official into 
the cause of the abnormal condition. 
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“Sholom Aleichem” is a magic name in Yid- 
dish literature. What Dickens did for Eng- 
land, what Balzac did for France, and what 
Mark Twain did for America, Sholom Alei- 
chem did for the Jews of Eastern Europe. 


The author recounts the adventures of the 
chief characters in the works of Sholom Alei- 
chem, and recreates the folklore, outlook 
and memories of the villages of the famous 
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a great man. 


“A distinguished volume . . . there is a wel- 
come chapter of Jewish, or rather Yiddish, 
humor, of which Sholom Aleichem is the 
supreme exponent.” 

—JoHN Cournos, New York Sun 


“A generation that knew not Sholom Alei- 
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great literary gem. .. . In a sense, this charm- 
ing story is a book review. It explains and 
evaluates the writings of Sholom Aleichem. 
In another sense, it is the biography of the 
great Jewish humorist. But in an even larger 
sense, it is the psychological study of an en- 
tire civilization which stood in danger of 
being completely forgotten.” 

—PHILIP SLOMOVITZ 
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Palestine’s industries have grown with the war. 
Factories which worked only part time in 1938 and 
1939 (if raw materials were available), are now 
operating seven days a week, frequently in three 
shifts. New factories have been built for war pur- 
poses, and were expected to repay their capital in- 
vestments in the shortest possible time. It is difficult 
to get essential materials, and unheard of prices are 
asked for what is on hand. There is a labor shortage, 
including skilled and unskilled workers. On top of 
all this, the cost-of-living allowances granted by the 
agreement between the employers and the workers’ 
organizations fail to cover even the minimum real 
needs of the worker. 


According to this agreement, the workers were to 
receive, until the end of 1942, an allowance of 80% 
of the rising living cost index. That increase in wages 
accounting only for 80% of the increase in the cost 
of living, as indicated by the official index. Thus they 
are penalized 20% at the outset. The agreement is 
to be renewed quarterly, the rise in living costs to be 
calculated on the basis of the preceding period, with 
the worker receiving half the new percentage in- 
crease in the living cost. Each monthly increase is 
to be based on the preceding month’s living cost. 
This method is practiced in countries with normal 
wartime problems, but when the index rises 10 to 12 
points per month (compared with the same rise in 
6-12 months in America) the worker suffers an im- 
mense loss. In addition to the foregoing, the Hista- 
drut agreed, in order to protect the economy of the 
country, to accept a cost-of-living allowance only for 
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workers earning less than £8.5 ($34.00) per month 
before the war. Those earning $60 now receive an 
allowance only for the first $34 and not for the 
other $26, which are worth barely $13 in real wages. 
It is therefore no wonder that the Histadrut has 
demanded the payment of the full cost-of-living al- 
lowance for those earning up to $34 a month, and 
the adjustment of all wages which had been ruth- 
lessly reduced in 1936-39 (the years of the Arab 
riots). 

But Sir Ronald Storrs is opposed. Does he offer 
an alternative method of alleviating the situation? 
Does he perhaps advocate the increase of Palestinian 
imports or the opening of the gates to Jewish mass 
immigration, which will bring in the manpower 
that can produce more bread, more milk, more 
eggs, more butter, more honey, more articles of 
clothing? Does he not know that the workers of 
Palestine cannot be fed, nor can its fields be tilled 
or refugees received, with articles in the London 
Times? By his silence on the central problem, Sir 
Ronald renders neither Palestine nor England any 
service. If, before his departure for Palestine, the 
British Colonial Office was being told that living 
costs in Palestine had risen only 5%,* it was his 
duty to report not only on the struggle of the His- 
tadrut for higher wages but also that the actual 
rise in the cost of living is 175%, while the highest 
increases any workers have received amount to no 
more than 100%. 

If Sir Ronald is concerned with the legal aspect of 
the Histadrut activities, he can find out that the 
Palestine government itself—at the insistence of the 
Histadrut—took steps to insure the peaceful set- 
tlement of wartime labor disputes on a voluntary 
basis. The government is to interfere in labor rela- 
tions only in the event of a conflict in a defense fac- 
tory, and even then only in the capacity of arbiter. 
This is in accordance with a decision of the British 
government itself, as announced in both houses of 
Parliament. 

Is Sir Ronald Storrs perhaps in contact with the 
War Supply Board, a body with no official stand- 
ing under the laws of the land, established by the 
Palestine government to serve as go-between in the 
relations between Palestine’s economic enterprises 
and the military? This is not known, but it is clear 
that he repeatedly defends its position which is being 
imposed upon the country not by any legal measures 
but by the economic power vested in the customer 
with giant orders—that wage increases to offset the 
rising cost of living should not be granted, even while 
nothing is done to provide the wage-earner with the 
barest necessities at accessible prices. 

But Storrs reaches the peak of violence in his 
charges against the Histadrut cooperatives. We shall 
return to that subject in another article. 


* Statement of the Civil Service Association in England to the 
m ; 
Colonial Office. 
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Concerning Statehood 


by Hayim Greenberg 


According to Aristotle, the “Stateless” must 
be a God or a beast; nowadays he is usually a 
Jew. 

—L. B. NAMIER, “Conflicts”. 


ENRIK IBSEN once said in a letter to a friend: 

“Who needs a Jewish State? The World? The 

Jews themselves? There are certainly enough poli- 

tical nationalisms as it is without anyone wishing still 

another one. Or is it that sixty-five governments are 

not enough, because it takes sixty-six to make an even 
number?” 


The Norwegian playwright had heard that some 
Jews were agitating for a state of their own and he 
thought this yearning was very unfortunate, a symp- 
tom of degeneration. For two thousand years, he 
argued, the world had at least one noble people, a 
group of spiritual patricians—the Jews. All other 
peoples had their countries, kingdoms, governments, 
and were engaged in unaesthetic, scoundrelly acts. 
The only people which did not descend to the level 
of having its own police, army, prisons, chain gangs, 
executioners, brutal wars, endless intrigues, and was 
not contaminated with the corruption that is organic- 
ally bound up with the job of governing, were the 
Jews. Now they seem eager to sell their birthright 
for the most demoralizing of all vanities, statehood. 
Political Zionism was to him a degrading phenom- 
enon, a morbid hankering after lowness. To him it 
appeared as if an artist and Bohemian by tradition 
should suddenly decide to marry in conformity with 
all the conventional regulations, buy a house with a 
fence around it and a bell at the door, and obtain a 
dog to guard his possessions. He felt that should 
Zionism succeed, the only aristocratic people would 
disappear from the face of the earth. 


Many centuries ago one of the Talmudic sages de- 
clared that God favored Israel by dispersing him 
among the nations. The Scandinavian iconoclast was 
disappointed over the fact that some of his Jewish 
contemporaries rejected this honor bestowed upon 
their people. 


* ¥ %* 


In the years of the Russian Revolution I heard a 
distinguished writer expound a similar conception of 
the “aristocratic” nature of the Jewish people. Ger- 
shenson, the deceased historian of Slavonphile litera- 
ture, attacked Zionism for its “let-us-be-like-other- 
peoples” attitude. A Jew by birth but thoroughly 
Russified, he declared Zionism to be a form of ex- 
treme assimilationism—a betrayal of the inner sense 
‘of Jewish destiny. It is true that when the mystically 
minded Gershenson attempted to define the Provi- 


dential sense of Jewish existence, the result was non- 
sense. But one who has been bitten by the bug of 
the peculiar brand of anarchistic mysticism Gershen- 
son adhered to, does not give up so easily. Jews, in 
his opinion, were from the outset appointed to be 
the pioneers of an aimless life, of a purposeless and 
therefore higher plane of existence. The meaning of 
life is (if I may use a William James expression) 
an “is-ness” not an “have-ness,” and a people bur- 
dened with property—a territory, a state, an institu- 
tionalized religion, even a crystallized language of its 
own—is too busy “having” and “would-be having,” 
and no time is left for the undisturbed task of “be’- 
ing. Blessed are the poor, and sevenfold blessed is 
the poorest of the poor, Israel. Providence deprived 
him of every conceivable burden—of his land, his 
statehood, his language, and, in recent generations, 
it is gradually relieving him even of his most burden- 
some piece of property, dogmatic religion. The tran- 
scendental powers do everything to strip the Jews of 
any possessions they could call their own and so 
enable them to perform their mission, to serve as a 
model for other peoples and lead them into the realm 
of “true” freedom. Gershenson even believed that 
the mass desertion of Russian soldiers in 1917, on 
the eve and during the “Kerensky revolution,” was 
a manifestation of a great spiritual upheaval. The 
Russians, it seemed to him, were becoming “Judaized” 
through Bolshevism; subconsciously they sought to 
destroy Russia’s statehood, her national and political 
civilization, in order to live “as Jews’—aimless, prop- 
erty-less, “free.” For this reason he was prepared to 
greet the tide of Bolshevist anarchy: “Judaism” is 
victorious; the Russians are the first to follow in its 
path—and if Zionists succeed in their blasphemous 
rebellion against the Paramount Will, then Russia 
will become Israel. In his argumentation he enlisted, 
I now recall, the support of John the Baptist: “And 
think not to say within yourselves, we have Abraham 
to our father, for I say unto you, that God is able of 
these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.” 
Since we could not deny the Lord’s omnipotence, we 
had to agree that Russians were “at least” as good 
material for manufacturing children unto the Patri- 
arch as the stones in the wilderness of Judea. 


In 1922, after the conclusion of the civil war in 
Russia, when the Soviets had already become organ- 
ized into a rigid, all-inclusive and all-regulating 
state, I met Gershenson among the emigrés in Ber- 
lin. (He was only a visitor, being one of the few 
nonconformist Russian writers who till the end of 
their lives were tolerated by the new regime.) I 
then reminded him that the one-time Russian desert- 
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ers, who were supposed to usher in the new era of 
“freedom from property” and caused him so much 
joy, were by now disciplined Red soldiers, and that 
the “Jewish anarchist” outbreak of the first days of 
the revolution had crystallized into a totalitarian re- 
gime, with Marxist hymns soon to be sung from the 
tops of new industrial pyramids. With a deep sigh 
he admitted that he was disillusioned in’ the Rus- 
sians: they have not become “Israel.” But this, he 
concluded, is no indication that Jews should embark 
on such an unworthy and un-Jewish path as political 
Zionism. 
* * + 


Gandhi also asked us on two occasions to main- 
tain and cherish our “aristocratic” identity. Jews are 
a spiritual community, he said, and why do they need 
such terrestrial stuff as a country and a state of their 
own? Zion is neither a geographical nor a political 
concept. It is rather a spiritual entity. Zion can be 
found or founded any place where there is even a 
single Jew faithful to his inherited Truth. Why, 
then, should Jews seek a Zion of square miles? The 
prophet of Young India advised us to cultivate our 
celestial Jerusalem (is he familiar with our Cabbal- 
ist Yerushalayim Shel Maalah?), that evangelical 
Kingdom of God, which is neither here nor there 
but everywhere, which is neither of today nor of 
tomorrow but of eternity. Had Gandhi been bet- 
ter acquainted with European philosophical litera- 
ture, he would no doubt have quoted Spinoza to the 
effect that all wars and rivalries are a result of the 
fact that ignorant human beings cannot satisfactorily 


|| divide among themselves the finite things, the modes. 


Were people to interest themselves in the infinite, 
they would certainly live in peace, since the infinite 
and the eternal are possessions which each individual 
can have for himself “in its totality,’ without in the 
least encroaching on the same totality “belonging” to 
others. 

Were Gandhi an Indian “Sadhu,” a saint engaged 
in meditation on things transcendental in the soli- 
tude of his retreat, his criticism of Zionism would be 
morally legitimate. But, despite his genuine religios- 
ity and mysticism, he is also a great political leader, a 
militant patriot and reformer. For decades he has 
been fighting for historical aims and “finite” things, 
for an earthly India as the basis for a spiritual one. 
Why, then, does he not understand us? 


If Jews have their portable Zion, then Gandhi's 
countrymen have Hinduism, which gravitates much 
more towards the “beyond” than Judaism. But what 
would the Mahatma reply if anyone would advise 
him not to fight for his people’s political liberation, 
not to demand statehood for his country, but to culti- 
vate the “inner” India instead? What would he say 
were someone to paraphrase his own words: “India 
(like Zion) can be found wherever there is a single 
Hindu who remains true to his tradition, to his fate 
and faith”? 
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If a Jewish State is a despicable thing, then an In- 
dian State should certainly be considered even more 
so. But Gandhi insists with all his moral authority 
on an independent India and on her territorial integ- 
rity. He is not indifferent to “square miles,” and Pak- 
istan is to him an invention of the Prince of Darkness. 

* * + 

I am not aware that Tolstoy ever expressed any 
’ opinion concerning Zionism. But what other man of 
the twentieth century was as much opposed to the 
state as he was? Gandhi is certainly a Bismarck in 
comparison with the apostle of Yasnaya Polyana. 
Yet he used the state apparatus more than once for 
his own—anarchistic—purposes. In his old age he 
became concerned with the question of his literary 
legacy. He had good grounds to fear that after his 
death his family would seek to gain profit from his 
works, and his books would thus become inaccessible 
to poorer people. The religious anarchist thought 
for a long time until he hit on an idea. He secretly 
arranged to meet in a forest with his Secretary and a 
notary. There the three composed an official will 
without the knowledge of Tolstoy’s shockingly un- 
Tolstoyan family. This was the famous will, accord- 
ing to which all the works written before his “con- 
version” were assigned to his heirs, while all his 
other works were to be published and sold without 
profit, as “the people’s property.” 

But what was an official will drawn up and coun- 
tersigned by an agent of the state before a sworn wit- 
ness? It was a threat to use governmental author- 
ity (violence, coercion!) against the heirs. Should 
they attempt to gain profits from his late works, the 
state would intervene, on the basis of the will, with 
the power of its courts, police and penalties—the 
same state which Tolstoy had so courageously refused 
to recognize. He was unaware (or did he pretend to 
be unaware?) of the irony of the situation: enlisting 
the assistance of the prosecuting attorney to make 
his anti-state propaganda more accessible to the 
general public. 

* * * 

A great Jewish scientist (I am almost tempted to 
say: the greatest) came to a Zionist function and 
uttered some simple and hearty words on behalf of 
the Jewish community in Palestine. He said he 
wanted to see the Jewish settlement grow and ex- 
pand; he wanted to see it absorb more and more im- 
migrants from abroad and become economically 
stronger and socially more unified. But the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish State he also considered as 
something undignified and . . . un-Jewish. A gov- 
ernment of their own, an army, navy, a police force, 
prisons, boundaries to be guarded—"das ist kein 
juedisches Geschaeft.” Jews, in his opinion, have al- 
ready outgrown the stage in which such political 
idolatry and crass materialism appeal to the feelings 
and imagination: Why do we need a state when we 
are in possession of a greater patrimony, the rich 
tradition of the prophetic culture? 


2) 


But if statehood is such a nasty business that we 
Jews must wash our hands of, why consider only our 
own purity? Why not undertake the task of ridding 
the entire world of states? Why does not a humani- 
tarian and internationalist of that scientist’s stature 
feel that what he is advocating is but a new version 
of the Chosen People theory? You, Esaws, have not 
reached spiritual maturity (perhaps you will never 
reach it); but we, the house of Jacob, graduated long 
ago and it is not becoming for us to relapse into a 
second period of primitive civilization. Is this not the 
outspoken sense of the argument from “prophetism”? 

Has one a right to advise us not to seek the estab- 
lishment of a Jewish state? Everyone has this right, 
but on one condition—that he be ready by the same 
token to advise Roosevelt to do away with American 
nationhood at the earliest opportunity. 

There is no division of humanity into thorough- 
bred and plebean peoples. 
* * * 

Let us assume that Jews will renounce their claim 
to a state of their own in Palestine. What then? Our 
present and potential settlers in Palestine will live 
there not in a political vacuum but in a non-Jewish 
(Arab or British-dominated) state. As a community 
they will remain true to their lofty tradition of state- 
lessness, but each individual Jew will have dealings 
with the state in the innumerable details of his every- 
day life. He will be affected in many respects by the 
general structure and mechanisms of the state, and 
he will naturally seek to use its instrumentalities for 
his own legitimate benefit. There will be no Jewish 
prisons, no Jewish army or police, but individual 
Jews will serve in the police force, in the army or 
militia, in the established courts and the various 
branches of administration, in the supervision of 
prisons and in patrolling the borders (non-Jewish 
borders, it is true). Should they be prevented from 
sharing in thé above positions, they would shout in 
protest against discrimination, and all those among 
us who pretend to think that statehood is something 
incompatible with the sublime destiny of the Jew, 
would join them in condemning such infringement 
on the right of Jewish individuals to be employed by 
the state. Unless we envisage universal anarchy—a 
vision even most of the anarchist doctrinaires were 
compelled to renounce—there is no room for a be- 
yond-state status for any people. To the extent that 
the average person chooses to look down upon the 
state, this attitude is being expressed in smuggling, 
bootlegging, bribing, tax-evading and pork-barrel 
snatching rather than in ethical anarchism. A people 
without a state is not above statehood but beneath it, 
and if statehood be despicable (as some of its mani- 
festations certainly are), then statelessness is even 
worse. 

Gypsies may not have learned this yet. We should 
have learned a long time ago that with all its in- 
herent imperfections Jewish statehood will be a 
promotion, not a demotion. 
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HE PURPOSE of the recently founded Asia 

League of America is to promote cooperation 
among all groups vitally interested in a solution of 
the problems of Asia. It has an immediate platform 
and a far-reaching ideal, which is the realization of 
the principles of political democracy, economic dem- 
ocracy and international democracy. We are proud 
to share this ideal with the Free World Association 
and the World Confederation of International 
Groupments. 

We understand political democracy to mean a sys- 
tem under which the government is a true expression 
of the popular will, and is controlled by freely elect- 
ed representatives of the people. Such a government 
should also assure essential rights to the individual, 
without distinction of race, color or creed. In our 
opinion, the form of democracy which operates in 
the present democratic countries of the world is not 
adequate. Because of the lack of economic democ- 
racy the rich have practically every freedom and the 
poor have nearly none. Furthermore, democratic 
rights are enjoyed only by the citizens of the colonial 
powers, but not by the subjects of their colonies. 

Political democracy should be completed by eco- 
nomic democracy. The application of economic dem- 
ocracy should permit the equitable distribution of 
wealth and freedom of education. Economic democ- 
racy aims especially at the elimination of unemploy- 
ment and the assurance to all individuals of adequate 
food, clothing, shelter and medical care. 

By international democracy we mean equality of 
all races and peoples and the application of the same 
standards to every nation, particularly in the matter 
of the distribution of raw materials, of collective 
security and disarmament. Finally, in our opinion, 
no nation, however powerful, can be absolutely 
secure without an international organization based 
on equality of peoples and collective security. 

It is necessary to emphasize the character of inter- 
dependence of political, economic and international 
democracy. For without international democracy, 
without cooperation between peoples on the basis of 
racial equality and collective security, no political or 
economic democracy can last. Without political 
. democracy, which is the antithesis of totalitarianism, 
international and economic democracy is impossible. 
The nature of autocracy is to create privileged classes 
and privileged nations by means of force. Finally, 





Dr. WOUSAOFONG is a prominent representative of the 
Chinese colony in the United States. He is Secretary- 
General of the Asia League of America, co-editor of 
the Free World magazine and was formerly a member of 
the Political Section of the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations at Geneva. 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


The Asia League of America 


by Wousaofong 


without economic democracy, political democracy is 
simply an illusion. For actually no citizen can enjoy 
political equality without enjoying equal economic 
opportunities. 

As far as the immediate political platform of the 
Asia League of America is concerned, our first task is 
to support the United Nations in winning the war, 
and especially in winning the peace. We are con- 
vinced that without the destruction of the Fascist 
powers far-reaching social ideals are an illusion. But 
no lasting peace can be won without the establish- 
ment of a world organization for international coop- 
eration predicated upon the principles of racial equal- 
ity and the inclusion of all nations in a universal sys- 
tem of collective security. We are also convinced 
that the future security of the Asian countries can be 
guaranteed only by an international peace organiza- 
tion. 

To promote the growth of democratic institutions 
and processes among the peoples of Asia is also one 
of our important tasks. For no progressive man can 
have the faith to struggle for the freedom of the 
Asian countries if he is not convinced that the Asian 
peoples will also be free from domestic oppression, 
political and economic. Our task is also to further 
political, economic, cultural and technological coop- 
eration among Asians, as well as between the peoples 
of Asia and the rest of the world. 

The Four Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter 
should be applied on a world-wide scale embracing 
Asia. If this is not done, our soldiers at the fronts 
will lose their lives in vain. 

To further the cause of independence for all coun- 
tries of Asia now subject to the domination of foreign 
powers, is our most vital concern. We commend the 
attitude and relationship of the United States to the 
Philippines as a model for all colonial powers. 
Assistance, cooperation and even supervision, when- 
ever and wherever required in the interests of any 
Asian people, should be extended by a world organi- 
zation, under conditions which would obviate the 
abuses of the mandate principle as an instrument of 
power politics. The sad experience of the League of 
Nations must be made to benefit future generations. 

We recognize that the homelessness of the Jewish 
people and the oppression to which they are sub- 
jected in many lands create a unique situation which 
calls for a just and energetic solution. To restore to 
the Jewish people their homeland, Palestine, is the 
most rational solution conceivable. 

This being its far-reaching ideal and immediate 
political platform, we think the Asia League of 
America deserves the support of men and women of 
good will. 
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CREATIVE NOSTALGIA 


THE WORLD OF SHOLOM ALEICHEM. 
By Maurice Samuel. New York. 
Alfred A. Knopf. $3.00. 


For years I have asserted in speech 
and writing that Maurice Samuel is 
one of the best and one of the most 
neglected writers now using the Eng- 
lish language. And, of course, people 
have answered with their eyes and ges- 
tures if not with their tongues that I 
touted Samuel because his opinions 
were closely identified (not at all 
points, by the way) with my own and 
that hence appreciation of him would 
be grist for my mill. 

This reaction simply goes to show 
that the strictly literary sense is be- 
coming a lost sense in our present 
pseudo-culture. Samuel is a writer in 
the most quintessential meaning of the 
term, and would be though he wrote, 
like Swift, of broom-sticks or, like 
Hazlitt, of a prize-fight. Take a single 
sentence from his new book, a sen- 
tence untinged by that book’s special 
Jewish coloration: “The years make us 
what we are; and whatever we are, we 
love ourselves; therefore in retrospect, 
we love the years which were the arti- 
ficers, kind or cruel, of our being.” 
The feeling, the rhythm, the very 
punctuation here reveal the master of 


English prose in the great tradition of 


English prose. All the touted contem- 
poraries, the Lewises and the Stein- 
becks and Dos Passosses haven't the 
ear or the taste or the tact to write so. 
And, of course, it will scarcely be al- 
lowed by the dominant reviewers that 
an immigrant nationalist Jew is an 
English stylist of this particular cal- 
ibre. No wonder that with grim satis- 
faction I assert and proclaim the fact 
in and out of season. 

The new book, “The World of Sho- 
lom Aleichem,” is upon the whole the 
most beautiful book—entirely beauti- 
ful, without bitterness or bitingness— 
which Samuel has written. I hasten to 
add that, though it is the book of a 
great nostalgia, it never exceeds a just 
moderation of feeling. It has no tears; 
it has no cries. Yet it cleaves to a great 
depth and rises to every height of the 
strange and lovely and hidden loftiness 
of its theme. 

What is the book’s purpose? The 
earliest and still the chief purpose of 
all writing, the purpose declared by 
the great poets of antiquity—to save 
something from Time. “Brave men,” 
Horace asserted, “lived before Aga- 
memnon,” but “urgentur ignotique 
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longe nocte carent quia vate sacro,” 
“but they unknown lie under the pres- 
sure of the long night, because they 
lacked their sacred bard.” The “sacred 
bard” in this case is primarily, of 
course, Sholom Aleichem himself. But 
he, too, is in danger of sinking into 
the long night as the people for whom 
he wrote and even, though Heaven 
forbid, the very language he used, fade 
into night and are in danger of fading 
into oblivion. Thus Samuel rescued 
both him, the bard, and the people of 
and for whom he wrote and, though 
immediate acclaim be meager and im- 
mediate voices of authoritative assent 
few, it may safely be said that, if a just 
sense of the beauty of significant liv- 
ing and a delicate sense of form and 
prose in English survive the terror and 
the turmoil of the hour in history, 
Maurice Samuel will have saved for 
the future contemplation of men the 
humble and glorious, the poignant and 
exquisite, the bitter and aspiring life 
of old Russian Jewry and of the 
painter who painted it best. 

There is no need to dwell on details. 
For Samuel’s picture of the world de- 
picted by Sholom Aleichem, though 
given according to its varying phases, 
is beautifully and singularly one. And 
the final impression is one. And that 
impression is (which bears witness to 
Samuel's mastery of subject and form) 
that no more significant lives—lives 
that had and knew their meaning— 
have ever been lived among mortal 
men. What more triumphant thing 
can be said of a body of men even at 
the moment of their tragic extinction? 
What higher thing can be said of an 
artist than that he has persuaded us to 
regard the figures of his memory and 
imagination as having lived such tri- 
umphant lives? So Kasrielevky speaks 
forever through the great silence— 
speaks through Sholom Aleichem and 
through Maurice Samuel. A world has 
in very truth been saved from Time. 
How often can that be said? That it 
can be said suffices to rank Samuel 
among the major artists of our age. 

LUDWIG LEWISOHN. 


The Future of the Near East 
THE NEAR EAST, PROBLEMS AND 
ProsPEcts. [Lectures on the Harris 
Foundation, 1942.] University of 

Chicago Press. 

The cover and maps of this book 
make it clear that the Near East, in its 
editor’s view, extends from the Bal- 
kans on the north to the Arabian Pen- 
insula, and from Afghanistan and Per- 
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sia on the east to Morocco. As Quincy 
Wright points out in the final lecture 
of the volume, the Near East is one of 
three crucial areas in international re- 
lations, where the interests of contin- 
ental masses converge in interior seas. 
Like the Caribbean and the South 
China Sea it contains strategic narrow 
passages and critical resources whose 
command is vital to the Great Powers. 
Its own component states, again as in 
the case of the Caribbean and the 
South China Sea, are too small to con- 
trol the destiny of their whole region. 
Their fate is therefore bound up with 
that of one or another of the large 
powers contending for mastery. 

This is a fact worth remembering 
whenever one discusses the possibiltiy 
of a confederation in the Near Eastern 
area. If such a confederation is estab- 
lished it will be a far different thing 
from, let us say, a Central European 
federation. One of the main purposes 
of a Central European federation 
would be to ensure the combined self- 
defense of the region, enabling the 
small nations of that area better to re- 
sist the domination of the larger pow- 
ers. By now it is questionable whether 
even a strong Central European feder- 
ation capable of standing on its own 
defenses will be formed. But in the 
Near East there never was any possi- 
bility of such a confederation. 

Moreover, there is no economic 
basis at present for a Near East Con- 
federation. As Quincy Wright points 
out, the lands of the Near East are 
divided into four sections, each grav- 
itating economically in a different 
direction. The Balkans are bound up 
with Central Europe through the Dan- 
ube. Turkey tends very largely in the 
same direction. On the other hand, 
Turkey has much in common also with 
the plateau of Anatolia, Iran and Af- 
ghanistan, a backward area, to a large 
extent self-contained but with connec- 
tions towards Russia, India, and the oil 
interests of the great powers. The 
third area is the African Near East, 
which gravitates economically toward 
the Mediterranean European Empires 
of which it is part, and through Egyp- 
tian cotton and the Suez it is bound 
up with England. The last is that sec- 
tion of which Palestine is part—also 
backward, agrarian, and largely self- 
contained, but with certain strategic 
resources and export articles tying it 
up with Western Europe. 

The several countries of the Near 
East have, at present, only a very slight 
connection with each other through 
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The Pioneer Women's Organization has 
initiated the Child Rescue Fund for the 
maintenance of incoming refugee chil- 
dren in the institutions of our sister or- 
ganization, the Moatzath Hapoaloth 
(Working Women's Council) in Palestine. 


The Moatzath Hapoaloth appeals to us 
for help. We appeal to you, American 
Mother. 


Give what it would cost you to care for 
a child for one year here. Pay this as 
you like: all at once, or in convenient 
installments. 


“HAI PLAN 


The two Hebrew letters "and ° 
make the Hebrew “Hai”. ‘Hai” 
means life. 

These two letters also represent 
the number 18. 

Hence the numeral 18 is the 
symbol of life. 


Form a “Hai’’ Group. 


10 people at $18 each 
18 people at $10 each 


or any multiple of 18 in people or 
money. (For example, 6 people 
at $30 each would also constitute 
a “Hai” Group.) This plan is 
presented for the convenience of 
those desirous of assuming 
responsibility for a child, but 
whose financial status is such as 
to make it impossible to carry the 
responsibility alone. 
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economic interchange. Students of the 
area believe that a region including 
Turkey, Iraq and Persia, the other 
Arab countries of Asia, Egypt and 
Libya has sufficient natural resources to 
develop a regional plan of interrelated 
industrial arid economic development. 
This would involve to some extent a 
shift in the economic relationship of 
such countries as Egypt and Turkey 
from European markets to regional in- 
terchange. If a common plan of re- 
gional development is adopted for 
such an area, there is a possibility of a 
federation of the Near East which will 
be more than a mere appendage of one 
of the great powers. None’of the auth- 
ors of this symposium has any such 
scheme in mind. 

The Arab Confederation they are 
thinking of—Syria, Lebanon, Pales- 
tine, Transjordan, Iraq and Saudi Ar- 
abia, or a selection of those—is not an 
economic region which can be devel- 
oped as a natural unit. Today the com- 
ponent countries have little to offer 
each other economically, and there is 
no reason to suppose that even aided 
by Jewish investment, they will be 
very much more organically related in 
the future. Consequently most of the 
authors speak with considerable re- 
serve about the feasibility of a Near 
East Confederation—meaning an Arab 
federation of some or all the countries 
mentioned. 

Nevertheless, politically speaking, 
the Arab fedération seems to have 
great chances of success. This book is 
full of expressions of good will on the 
subject. The appendix contains An- 
thony Eden’s famous statement that 
the British government would support 
any generally accepted scheme for 
Arab federation: If the Arabs wish to 
have a federation, bringing together 
all or most of the Arab speaking coun- 
tries, they have the support of the 
democratic world as represented by the 
University of Chicago round table dis- 
cussions. 

This is another fact worth noting. 
It makes it painfully evident that 
things are different now than at Ver- 
sailles. Feisal could use the good of- 
fices of the Jews to further his de- 
mands, and was willing to give as a 
quid pro quo his support of Zionist as- 
pirations in Palestine. Today the Pan- 
Arabs do not need us. They have prac- 
tically an embarras de richesse. They 
have been promised a greater part of 
their demands than they can take ad- 
vantage of in practice. The Eden de- 
claration puts them on a spot, in a way. 
by making the federation they are sup- 
posed to create depend upon their own 
agreement. Certainly Zionists in such 
a situation cannot any longer hope to 
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bargain for Jewish immigration by of- 
fering to support the political de- 
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The attitude of the Round Table to " e 
Jewish hopes is by contrast dishearten- 
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reached us from Europe since his lec- eieiadits ccs ° 
ture last June. His lecture demon- 
strates ri historical evidence, from : ee 
parallels with Egypt and other lands, N. SPECTOR 
and from expert evidence on the cap- Maneger Bi priate 
acity of Palestine itself, that the coun- ALEX ROSE iit 
try can absorb about four million addi- Secretary-Treasurer M. KASTOFF 
tional persons within the next twenty- A.|IMENDELOWITZ s eaaiinnacnaaa 
five years. This being ascertained, he Associate Manager A. LITTMAN 
concludes: “Palestine has room not ‘ Recording Secretary 
only for the Arabs and Jews now liv-| —Bss=zB SSS 
ing there but for some three to four — 
hundred thousand newcomers.” May Day Greetings 

Why this startling inconsistency? | Amalgamated Ladies’ Garment Cutters Union, Local 10 
“A quota (for Jewish immigration) ISIDORE NAGLER, MANAGER-SECRETARY * HARRY SHAPIRO, PRESIDENT 


i i ¢ MAX GOLDENBERG, SEc., ExEC. BOARD 
to be at all adequate in relation to the LOUIS STULBERG, AssisTSANT MANAGER 


needs of European Jewry would have 
to be set in the vicinity of eighty to 


one hundred thousand annually during DECORATION DAY JUBILEE — 4 DAYS: 5 NIGHTS 


the five year period . . . This quota set 
for the transition period would by no 

means prejudice the majority status of Te 
the Arabs. The immigration of a min- 
imum of four to five hundred thousand 
Jews duririg the five years following 
the armistice . . . would increase the 
Jewish ratio in the population of west- 
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ern Palestine to less than 45 per cent.” WEEK-END 
And then? What does the Baron 4 Glorious Days * 4 Glamorous Nights 
plan provide for the ensuing years FREE GOLF 


after the transition is over? Does Dr. 
Baron, as surely as he knows that the 
needs of European Jewry require a 
five-year maximum of five hundred 
thousand emigrants to Palestine, also 


Only 92 Miles from Grand Central 
Private 18 Hole Golf Course 
Every Sports Facility * Finest Entertainment 


Your Host * CHARLIE "MONATAN" GOLDSTEIN 


know that the need will cease after New York Office 
five years? Or does he hope that in Free 55 WEST 42nd STREET 
five years the Arab insistence on Booklet CHickering 4-2418 


majority status will be dissipated? 
Since last June much has changed. 
Nobody today can measure the max- 
imum extent of the contribution Pal- DISCOUNT TO ALL MEN 
estine will have to make for the On Furlough? 20% IN THE ARMED FORCES 
solution of the wretched plight of 
European Jewry. Nobody today can 
afford to barter away nine-tenths of 


























the computed absorptive capacity of OPEN —_ ay Facilities for 
i i FREE " a limited number 
Palestine in order to keep an Arab bongs tig 7 4a a7 iemiien wb 


majority, and then plead that he has 
taken full account of the needs of 
European Jewry. The times demand 
a clear decision: if the needs of Euro- 
pean Jewry cannot be met while Jews 
remain a minority in Palestine, where 
does Dr. Baron stand—for the Euro- 


pean Jews or for the majority status SCAROON MANOR 


of the Arabs in Palestine? In five 
_years it may be too late to answer. HOTEL: - 072 SCHROON LAKE,.N-Y. 


B. H. ARNO RAI HOT 
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LOUIS HOLLANDER 
Manager 


JOSEPH CATALANOTTI 
Manager 
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Secretary-Treasurer 
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May Day Greetings 
JOINT BOARD DRESS & WAISTMAKERS' 
UNION, I. L.G. W. U., A. F. of L. 
JULIUS HOCHMAN, Genera! Manager 
BEN EVRY, President 
‘ NATHANIEL M. MINKOFF, Secretary-Treasurer 
AMALGAMATED LADIES' GARMENT 
CUTTERS' UNION, LOCAL No. 10 
ISIDORE NAGLER, Secretary-Manager 
DRESS AND WAISTMAKERS' UNION, 
LOCAL No. 22 
CHARLES S. ZIMMERMAN, Manager-Secretary 
DRESS AND WAIST PRESSERS' UNION, 
LOCAL No. 60 
MAX COHEN, Manager-Secretary 
ITALIAN DRESSMAKERS’ UNION, 
LOCAL No. 89 
LUIGI ANTONINI, General Secretary 
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We extend our 
FIRST OF MAY GREETINGS 


to the laboring masses of our country, as well as all 
the toilers the world over. 

May this year bring complete victory to our 
country, America, and all our allies, over the hordes 
of Nazism, Fascism and Dictatorship. A victory 
which will guarantee liberty, equality and justice to 
every nation in the world. A victory in which the 
onward march of the working class for the better 
world of tomorrow, will come nearer its realization. 


JOINT BOARD CLOAKMAKERS' UNION 
OF GREATER NEW YORK 
LOCALS 1!17, 9, 10, 23, 35, 48, 64, 82 and 102 
IL. G. W. U. 

ISRAEL FEINBERG, General Manager 
RUBIN ZUCKERMAN, President 


MORRIS J. ASHBES, Secretary-Treasurer 
LOUIS E. LANGER, Recording Secretary 
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= Executive Board 

= Dress and Waist Pressers Union 
Local No. 60 


- LABOR’S MAY GREETINGS 
= ISIDORE WASILEWSKY MAX COHEN 
= Chairman Manager 
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New York's Leading Kosher Caterers 
For the Finest of Functions at All of 
New York's Leading Hotels 


PARAMOUNT CATERERS 


Main Office: 
601 WEST 183rd STREET 








NEW YORK CITY 


WaAshington Heights 7-3780-1 
Zisk1np and Branp, Hosts 
Tuomas Lane, Banquet Manager 




















May, 1943 


WORKERS’ BANK LTD. 


1140 Broadway ° New York City 


LE 2-1019 


All shareholders in the Workers’ Bank are 
invited to send in Coupon 13 to: 


New York: 
AMALGAMATED BANK OF NEW YORK 


or 


A. DICKENSTEIN 
1140 Broadway 


Chicago: 
AMALGAMATED BANK 
111 South Dearborn Street 


Los Angeles: 
UNION BANK & TRUST CO. 
Eighth and Hill Streets 


in order to collect the dividend for 1942. 
<a 
The new investment company for Palestine 
AMPAL 
AMERICAN PALESTINE TRADING CORP. 


is offering 4% Preferred Shares, 
at $5.50 per share. 


The first dividend to AMPAL share- 
holders was paid on May I, 1943. 
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Faster Than Air Mail 
Almost As Cheap 


e Low Rate 
NIGHT TELEGRAM 


50c from COAST TO COAST 
You gain the dependability and importance the 
telegram commands when you use the Night Tele- 
gram. Costs are amazingly low. As the length of 
the telegram increases, the word rate becomes less. 
Here is the guaranteed, thoroughly reliable over- 
night service for your rush correspondence. 


koe 
Introducing LONGRAM 


A new long-telegram service greatly expanding the 
scope and economies of the familiar Day Letter to 
serve you better in today’s important correspond- 
ence requirements—100 words for twice the cost of 
a 10-word full rate telegram—delivered the same 
day. Available now at any Postal. Telegraph office. 


&* & 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your business 
for speed, accuracy and dependability. 


To telegraph, telephone 


Postal Telegraph 


Charges will appear on your telephone bill. 






































Interesting Activities 


Fraternal Benefits e 


NOW...MORE 
THAN EVER 


You need the warmth and good- 
fellowship of this large fraternal 
organization, the added measure of 
security it affords you and your 
family, the opportunity it gives to 
be of service to our country and the 


Jewish people. 


Labor Zionist Program 















































45 EAST |7th STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


The Jewish National Workers’ Alliance 


Send for Free Literature 








GOLDEN EGG CASSEROLE— Arrange 2 
cups cooked rice or noodles in shal- 
low buttered baking dish. Top with 
4 hard-cooked eggs quartered. Pour 
on 2 cups white sauce seasoned with 
salt and 1 tbs. Heinz Prepared Yellow 
Mustard. Cover with 4 cup buttered 
crumbs. Bake 30 min.—medium 
oven. Serves 4. 


FRANKFURTERS WITH MASHED POTA- 
TOES—Heat 8 frankfurters in boiling 
water. Drain, cut partially through 
frankfurters, open flat. Spread cut 
side with Heinz Prepared Yellow 
Mustard. Place heaping spoonful of 
mashed potatoes on each frankfurter. 
Brown under broiler. 


A Tasty Milchig Recipe! 
yr 


FRIED TOMATOES WITH COUNTRY-STYLE 
GRAVY—Slice 4 large green or half- 
ripe tomatoes, 14 in. thick. Dip in 
beaten egg, then in cracker crumbs 
or matzoh meal. Brown slowly in 
butter or vegetable shortening. Make 
gravy of 3 tbs. flour, 2 tbs. butter, 
2 cups warm milk; 1 tsp. Heinz Pre- 
pared Brown Mustard, salt, pepper. 
Simmer 5 minutes. 


Dont Let WAKE MIEAS Be Dull! 





it takes no extra time or ration stamps—-and only a fraction of a cent= 
to odd tempting zest and interest to a simple dish with 


Heinz high-quality condiments 
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COCKTAIL SUPREME—Stretch to- 
mato juice. Add water in which 
vegetables have been cooked. 
Season with Heinz* 57 Sauce. 
FOR A BOILED DINNER—To serve 
with boiled beef, or corned 
beef, make your favorite horse- 
radish sauce and add a dash of 
Heinz* Prepared Yellow Mus- 
tard and chopped parsley. 
LIVER PATE—The traditional 
Sabbath chopped liver takes 
on a new name and taste when 
you add a goodly dash of Heinz 
*Worcestershire Sauce. A fine 
sandwich spread for any day of 
the week. Rich in vitamins! 
PROTECT THAT SAVOR—To guard 
the aroma, flavor and creamy 
texture of Heinz* Prepared 
Brown or Yellow Mustard, 
always wipe rim of jar. Keep 
tightly covered, away from 
strong light. 
*AMONG THE © VARIETIES 
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DRESS UP YOUR LEFT-OVERS! — Yesterday’s 
meat can make a tasty sandwich today. Let 
Heinz Prepared Mustards (Yellow or Brown) 
supply added zest. Both kinds are made from 
the finest American-grown seeds—stone- 
ground for richer flavor. Heinz Prepared 
Yellow Mustard has a delicate tang. Heinz 
Prepared Brown Mustard is strong, full- 
bodied. Both are plentiful —unrationed. 








